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InJanuacy 1988, the people ofthe United States eamed of secret 
ratioide FI campaign apanstthe domestic opponents of US, policy 
ln Cental Amenca. Government documents obained through the 
Freedom of formation Act show that fom 1981 ough at least 198, 
the FBI ified the Commitee in Solidanty with the People of El 
Salvador (CASPES) and disrupted ts work all across the country. The 
lvesigaion eventually reached into neatly every sector ofthe antine 
tervention movement, fromthe Maryknll Sisters the Souther Chistian 
Leadership Coeference, nd the New Jewish Agends tothe United AUto 
‘Workers, the United Steel Workers US. Senator Christopher Dodd, and 
US. Representatives Pat Schroeder andJimn Wright" 

‘Some ef the goals and methods of thls campaign were revealed by 
a ceniral parcipant, Prank Varell. Varell admited that from 1981 
‘through 1984, the PB paid hen wo indtrate nnd "break the Dalla, Texas 
chapferof CISPES.Tothis end, beandhiscohons putoutbogus erature 
“under the QSPES name, borslarized CISPES merben’ homes, and paid 
right-wing students 1 start fighs at CISPES rallies. Varel was told 10 
seduce an acuvst nun fo get blackmail photos forthe FB. Ic was aso 
suggested that be plant guns oa CISPES members. As part of his work, 
he routinely exchanged information about U.S. and Central American 
activists wah the Sahadoran Nasional Guard, sponsor of that country's 
death aquads? 

"hkewhere in the Souttrest n 1984, government laformers sur- 
faced as the main witnesses Inthe federal prosecution of clergy and Ly 
workers providing sanctuary for refugees from El Salvador and 
Guatemala. Saloon Graham nd esis ruztestfiedthatthey were paid 
by the US. Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) to lalate 
church services, Bible clases, and sanctuary support networks, They 
‘were par of “Operation Sojoumer” the US, Justice Department's 
‘countrywide crackdown on sanctuary churches 2nd onniztions? 

In the San Francisco Bay Area, inthe early 1980s, the Livermore 
‘Action Group's meetings to plan anti-nuclear cv disobedience were 
‘siniaty infiltrated by both the US. Navy and the Federal Emergency 
‘Management Administration’ The FBI has admited auch operation’ 
from 19824 against the Hay Area beanches of Physicians for Social 


Responsibility and othes peace grovps.In September 1957, the Bureau 
fired Special AgentJoin Ryanfor refusing to conductasimiar "eons 
lnvesigation” ofthe Minos peace group, Veterans Fast fr Life® 

In Albany, New York in 1981, the FI and police Infrae and 
disrupted the Capiial District Coalition Agaicst Apartheid and Racisea 
(CDCAARD. At 3 aim. on the day ofthe group's protest agains the US. 
Tour of the South African Springbok rugby team, FBI agents and sxe 
and local police broke Into the home of COCAAR cadet Vera Michelin. 
Supposedly acing onan anonymous FBI Informer’ fale report that the 
lanl-apanbeid activists were stockpiling weapons, te officers bunt into 
Michelson’ bedroom, puta sbeggunto het head, and forced her tera 
to anorher part ofthe apartment where she was handculfed 1 atte 
‘They then ransacked the apartment, confiscating COCAAR files along 
‘with pevate papers and address books. Michelion and two other oF 
sanlzers were detained on bogus charges and kept fom paricpating in 
the demonstration. Thy later leamed thatthe sme FB ifr Mad 
spread false reports of planned violence inorder to dscourage panicipa- 
toa ia the demotion” 

‘Otherformsof government harassment it acu who spenttime 
{in Nicaragua o¢ Cuba during the 19808. Travelers sad travel agencies 
‘were audted by the Inemal Nevenve Service. Private pupers were 
copied or confiscated atthe border. Mail arived late and open, or never 
amved. Retumees' homes, jobs, churches, and communes were 
houndedby the FBI" World renowned feminist author Margaret Randal, 
‘former U'S.etzen who resumed home afer several years in Cuba and 
Nicaragua, was denied permanent residence sinus and ordered to leave 
the United Sates solely on the basis ef the political content of her 
writings” 

Churches and organizatioas opposed 10 US. policy ta Central 
America reported more than 30 incidents of haeassment fr 1964 
‘through 1988, including nearly 100 break-ins. expoctant papers fies, 
and computer dsks were stolen oe found damaged and strewn abou, 
‘while money and vahiables were left untouched. cense plates ona cat 
seen fleeing an atempted burglary of the Washington, D.C. office of 
Sojoumens a reiigous group that helped form the Pledge of Renstance 
{t0US. war in Ceiral America, were traced tothe US. National Security 
Agency. Other incidents were also erbutedo government agents ot 
“private” right-wing groups backed by L. Col Olver North at the 
National Securty Council. The FBI repeatedly rejected congressional 
calls fora federal probe.” 

Similar breakcins were experienced throughout 1887-88 by US. 
supporters of Palestinian self-determimation. On January 26, 1988, the 
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FBI, INS, and Los Angeles poe arested eight activist for deportation 
as “terorss." The evidence against them consisted solely of photos 
showing thatthey helped isebute magazines published bythe Popular 
Froatforthe Liberation of Palestine. Astbe eight appealed the INS ling, 
{heit homes were burglarized and boxes files on thee case were stolen 
from the eas of American Frcods Service Commitee staf and ethers 
active in their defense, Secret INS plans uncovered in Febery 1988 call 
for thousands more US. Arab-American activists to be rounded up and 
eported 2s “alien terorsts and undesinbles "* 

“The same ters label provided the pectext for ecent FB ack 
fn the movement for Puerto Rico's Independence from US. colonial 
rule. On August 30, 1985, hundreds of FB agents, backed by miltary 
Ielicopters, rounded up prominent independents and charged thems 
‘with being members of Los Macheteos, a clandestine Independence 
‘organization, The raiders destroyed the edioral offices and pieiog 
presses ofthe progresive jul Pensamlento Crico and ransacked 
the homes and offices of 38 well-known poets, atts, ride unionists, 
labor lawyer, nd community organizers, Thiteen were held incoes- 
smunkeado fr days and publi branded as “lemons” Pally charged 
with conspiracy t0 rb a Wells Pango depot in Harford, Connecticut, 
ine were kept in US. als for more than a year, two for nearly thee 
‘year, under new federal preventive detention awa. Oa of those two, 
Fitberto Ojeda Rios, who ls 55 yeam old and has a serious heart 
condition, was released under coust order In May 1988 but quickly 
‘efaled (for having defend himself nd realized sre Curing the 1985. 
‘aid and again beld without ball though the defendants are Spanish 
speaking, the cour acceded to the prosecution's demand that they be 
tre in English, more than 1000 eles from thet fares aed homeland. 
Preal hearings implicated the FBX in fabifed repos, aeration of 
‘evidence burglaries, legal surveillance, and intimidaon of witnesses * 

‘A compunble show of paramiltary might accompanied the Oc 
tober 18, 1984 ares of eight New Yor Cly Black activists. A “Joint 
‘AnticTetorst Task Force” of more than $00 FDI and police agent, 
‘wielding machine guns and a bazooks, cordoned offense cy blocks 
toamest law sehool graduates, city housing managers, college audenss, 
and a union stewart. Promising community projec were disrupted 
‘hile te eight were beld for weeks without bai 2d placed for almost 
year undersuict eurfew, while thei co-workers were led for refsing 
to tesufybeforea grand fry. Acquited of the major charges when rors 
‘ejected the calms of police iafllrator the eight faced cosinued police 
hharasment. One was later framed on bogus weapons charges, slong 
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‘with wo other leds of a Brooklyn community group, Black Mea 
‘Against Crack” 

In Alabama, in the mi1980s, the FBI mounted an even more 
massive effort to inimidate gassroou supporters of Jesse Jackson's 
residential campaign and 0 crush the emerging pro-jackson Black 
leadership based inthe Campalgn for a New South 


_Athough the defendants were acquited ofall major charges and their 
‘organization survived, heralds, interrogations, arrests, and als took a 
heavy tll 


Government harassment of US. polsial activists cleatly exists 
today, ioltingour fundamental democrue rights andereating climate 
of feat sd dsiroxt which wadermines out efforts to challenge offi 
policy. Salar attacks on socal justice movements eae to ight during 
‘the 1960s. Only years later did we learn tht these had been merely the 
‘inbe tip ofan Iceberg Largely hidden atthe time was avast govern 
ment program to neutalize domestic peliical opposion through 


‘The 190s program, coordinated by the FBI under the code name 
SCOINTELPRO, "was exposed inthe 1970s and supposedly stopped. But 
‘cover openstions against domestic disidents didnot end They have 
persisted and become an ncegral pat of povernmentactaty. This book 
1s designed to help today's activists lear from the history of COIN- 
‘TELPRO, so tht future movements can beter fight this war at home. 


“The opening secon reviews what we know about COINTELPRO. 
explains how the program was uncovered when the FBI aad police 
‘were compelled to release previously secret documents. It outlines 
CCOINTELPRO’s methods and targets and asseses s conteution tothe 
decline ofthe mavements ofthe 19608, 


psychological warlare, harassment through the legal sytem, and ex: 
Uralegl force sod Violence—and proposes eps to lit oc deflec thet 
Impact on our movements. t shows that these medhous do nce protect 
“ratlonal security" or combat terorsm, us claimed by the government, 
but actually serve to foment violence and subvert democracy. Various 
tactics are suggested for publicly exposing the realty ef domexi covert 
action and mobilizing broad-based protest agains its continued we, 

‘Excerpts from key COINTELPRO documents ae reproduced atthe 
back ofthe book, along with «Ist of resource groupe and addsional 
readings 

Domestic covert action Is 4 powerful deserent to democratic 
<dscussion of public policy aod effective organizing for social change. 
‘We need to take it seriously without being distracted from our mia 
‘goals. Pease ulk with other activists about the analysis and recommen 
‘dations presented here. Adapt the guldelines to the conditions you fae. 
Point ut problems and suggest other approaches. 

‘Now ithe time to beg fighting the hidden war at home, 


COINTELPRO: 
Covert Action Against the 
Domestic Dissidents of 
the 1960s 


‘Whe much Fl and police harassment was blatant during the 
1960s, and surveillance and inflation were suspected, talk of CLAsyle 
‘cover action against domestic dluidents was generally dismissed as 
“paranoia.* It was not until he 1970s, alter the damage had been done, 
{tat the sod history of COINTELPRO began to emespe. This Chaptet 
escrbes how COINTELPRO was uncovered and what we now know 
of ts methods, targets and impact, 


‘+ How We Learned About COINTELPRO- 


‘The fst concrete evidence of COINTELPRO surtaced in March 
1971, when a "Citizens Commitee to Investigate the FBI" removed sx 
files from an FI office in Media, Pennsylvania and released them 
press." That same year, agents began 1 resign from the Bureau aod to 
Dlow the whistle on ks covert operations." These revelations cae at 4 
time of enommous socal unrest and declining public confidence in 
_govemmest. Publication of the Rentagon Papers in September 1971 
‘exposed yeas of systematic offical les about the Viewuam War, Soon it 
‘yas leamed dat 2 clandestine quad of White Howse “plumber” had 
broken ieso Daniel Hber's prychlatris’'s office in an effort to stent 
‘he foaner Peeagoa ser who had leaked the top secre papers tothe 


“The same ‘punbens" were caught the following yeu burglatsing 
the Watergate offices ofthe Democratic National Commatce Nationally 
televised congressional hearings on Watergate revealed full-blown 
program of dary ticks" tosubven the ant-war movementas wellasthe 
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‘DemocracPany by forging ten leaking fle newstemstotbe pres, 
seeling flex, and roughing up demonseaton. Lines of comand for 
these operations were tacedto Atorney Genera Sitchellac the White 
ous, wih he Fl implcsedinamasuve cover pivoting President 
‘kon and his top sof, By 197, congressional earags bad lead 
aclosed US. Amy inflrstionof domestic potscal mavemenss Sint 
‘CX and local police actvry soon came to igh, along with shasty 
sccouns of CA operations aboadto destize democrasaly elected 
ovement and astasiate beads of sae, 

‘Thiserss was eventually resolved though whathstian Howard 
inn deserbes 343 complex process of conscbdaton, based on “he 
teedto sit » dssioned pubic tat the spices was ing and 
Contec nel I this proces the US Freedom of Informaon Act 
GOW) was amended over Praident Noes vem to provide some 
degre of penuioe publ acces 1 FBI docuneccs wis under he 
FOIA forced the Boreas to release some COINTELPRO files to male 
news media. By 197, both houses of Congress had launched formal 
Inuites into goverment "intelipence actin” 

“The agencies under congresional investigation were allowed to 
wild most of thee fies alto et the Senate Comite’ reports 
before publeaton "The Howse Comaute's report, lclding 3c 
‘cov ef PBL and CLA obstruction of i inquiry, was suppressed a 
topeter afer part was leaked te pees” Stil pesure to promate 
the appearance of genuine reform was 50 great atthe FB had to 
divulge an unprecedried,detiled acount of many of ks domestic 
‘emer opeations 

‘Many kxporaat fle continue w be withheld ad others have 
been desuujed” Former operatives rept ht the sot eins ac 
embarrassing actions were fever comenind 10 wring * Oficas wth 
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‘broad personal knowledge of COINTELPRO have been silenced, most 
‘soubly Wilkam C. Sullvan, who created the program and fan it 
‘roughout the 1960s, Sullan was kiled in aa uninvestigated 1977 
“tunting accident” shonly aftr giving extensive information toa grind 
Jury lvestigating the PB, but before he could testy publicly Never- 
‘theless a great deal has been leamed about COINTELPRO. 


‘+ How COINTELPRO Worked 


‘when congressional investigations, poleical was, and other rad 
‘onal legal modes of represion flled to counter the growing mave- 
‘ments, and even helped to fel them, the FBI and police moved outside 
{the aw. They resorted tothe secret and ystematicuse of fraud and force 
‘to mbouge constasionaly protecied palical acviy. The methods 
‘ranged far beyond surveillance, amounting 193 homefront version ef 
‘the cover action for which the CA has become infamous throughout 
the word. 

FP Headquarters secredy instructed is fel offices to propose 
Schemes to “expose, disrup, msdrect, discret, of otherwise neutral 
lac" specific individuals and groups” Close coordination with local 
police and prosecutors was strongly encouraged. Other recommended 
‘collaborators included friely news media, business and foundation 
‘executives and university, church, nd trade union ofc, as well as 
such ‘patiot” organizations asthe Amencan Legion. 

Final author rested with FBI Headquarters in Washington, D.C. 
“Top PBI officals pressed local Bed ois to sep up thee acvity and 
demanded regular progress report. Agents were directed to maintain 
{all secrecy “soch thar under no crcumances should the existence of 
the program be mide known outside the Bureas and appropriate 
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“within-office securty should be afforded to sensitive operations and 
techniques“ A total of 2.370 offically approved COINTELPRO actions 
were admited to the Seaae Ineligence Commitee," and thousands 
more have since been uncovered. 

Four main methods hive been vested 

1, Infltration: Agencs and ifomers did ot merely spy on 
poliical activists. Theis main purpose was to discredit nd disp, Theit 
‘ery presence served to undermine trust and scare off potential sup- 
‘porters. The FB and police exploted this fear to smear genuine sctivits 
asagens, 

2. Paychological Warfare From the Outside: The FBI and 
‘police used myriad other “diy ticks” to undermine progressive move- 
‘ments. They planted file media stodes and published bogus leafletand 
‘ther publications in the name of targeted groups. They forged cor 
‘espondence, sent anonymous leters, and made anonymous telephone 
‘alls. They spread misinformation about meetings and events, st up 
[Pseudo movement groups rin by government agents, and manipulated 


‘3. Harassment Though the Legal Systems The Ft und police 
abused the legal system to harass dasidents and make them appear to 
‘becriminals. Officers ofthe law gave peruredtesimony and presented 
{abscated evidence asa pretext for false arrests and wrongful lniprison- 
ment. They discriminatonly enforced tax laws and other government 
segulatons and used conspicuous surveillance, “investigative” inter- 
views, and grand jury subpoenas in an effort to limite activists ant 
idence the supporters 

4. Extralegal Force and Violence: The FBI and police 
threatened, nstigated, and themselves conducted break-ins, vacdalise, 
assault, and beatings. The object was to frighten daldents and disnpe 
their movements. Inthe ease of radial Black and Puerto Rican activists 
(Gnd later Native Americans), these atacks—cluding political assis- 
sloatlons—were 40 extensive, viclous, and calculated that they can 
accurately be termed a form of offical “terrors” 

‘Each ofthese COINTELPRO methods is described and analyzed in 
detail on pages 41-65, Specific examples from the documentary record 
‘of the 19608 are presented there, along with practical suggestions for 
coping with similar artacks inthe Retre. 


‘+ COINTELPRO’s Main Targets 


“Though the name COINTELPRO stands foe “Counterintcigeace 
Program, the govemment’s targets were not enemy spies. The Senate 


Inseligence Commisee later found that “Under COINTELPRO certain 
techniques the Bureau had vied agains hostile foreign agents were 
adopted for wse against perceived domestic threats to the established 
politcal and socal order" 

“The meat intense COINTELPRO operations were directed against 
the Black movement, pariculaey the Black Panther Panty. This was to 
some exeet 3 function of the racism ofthe FBI and police, 38 wellas the 
vulnerability ofthe Black community (due to ts ack of esto political 
and economic elites and the tendency of the medis—and whites ia 
[Beneral—t0 ignore or tolerate atacks on Black groups). Ata deeper 
level, the choice of targes reflects government and corporate fear af a 
‘mii, broad-based Black movement. Sach a movements dangerous 
because of its histoe capacity to galvanize widespread rebellion at 
home and is repercussions forthe US. image abroad. Moreover, Black 
[people's location in major urban centers and primary industries gives 
them the potesial to disrupt the bse of the US. economy. 

COINTELPRO's targets were not, however, limited to Black 
rnilants. Many other activists who wanted to end US, Intervention 
abroad or invent racial, gender, and class justice at home also came 
‘under anack. César Chiver, Pathers Daniel and Philip Berrigan, Rev. 
Jesse Jackson, David Dellinger, officals of the American Friends Service 
‘Commitee and the Nasional Council of Churches, and other leading 
[pacfts were high on thelist. 28 were projects decay protected by the 
Fin Amendment, sich a6 anti-war teach i, progressive bookstores, 
Independent flmmsken, and aemsine newspaper and new" scr. 
vice.” Martin Lucher King, Jr, world-tenowned prophet of non- 
violence, was the object of sustained FI assault King was marked, 
‘baely a month before his murder, for elimination as a potential “me” 
sia" who could “unify and elect” the Black movement” 

Utinstely, Fil documents diclosed ax major oficial courtetn 
teigence programs (a8 well as non-COINTELPRO cover operations 
‘against Native American, Asan-American, Arab-American, ania, ard 
‘aber acti) 

“Communist Party-USA" (1956-71) Tis wasthefirstand Lagest 
program, which contributed tothe Party's decline in the late 19505 and 
‘was wed inthe eatly and mid-1960s mainly against civil igus, cl 
"heres, and peace activi. ts targets during the later period included 
‘Manin Luther King Je, the Missi Freedom Democratic Party, the 
[NAACC, the National Lawyers Guild, the National Commitee to Abolish 
the House Un-American Activites Commitee, Women's SirkeforPeace, 
the American Fricds Service Comumiee, and the National Commitee 
fora SANE Nuclear Poi. 
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“Groups Secking Independence for Puerto Rico” (1960-7: 
{nity hidden from congressional nvexigator, andi one theleast 
well known, this program functioned to dsrupt, discret, apd factlon- 
allze the island's main center of ant-colonal resatance, expecially the 
Puerto Rican Socialist Party (FSP) and Socialist League (SP). Ita 
appears to have tngcted groups fighting for buman rights for Peco 
Ricans livieg in the United Sees, such as the Voung Lords Pay. 

“Border Coverage Program” (1960-70; This program of covert 
‘operations against radical Mexican organizations was similarly con- 
cealed from Congress. The few documents released to date do not 
Indicate bow much the FUT used it agalns 190s Cheapo acuiss such 
asthe frown Berets, the Crusade for Jusice (Colorado), La alinza (New 
Mexico), and the Chicano Mororium to End the Wain Vietnam (Los 
Angeles), which are known to have bea ieflrated and repressed by 
‘ther yovemanent agentes 

"Soclalist Workers Party” (1961-49): In addition 9 ongoing 
azacks on the SP and is youth group, the Young Socials Allance, 
‘his program operated against whomever those groups supported of 
‘worked with, especially Makolm X and the National Moblization Com- 
‘mie to End the War ln Viera. 

“Black Nationalist Hate Groupe” (1967-71): This waste vehicle 
for the Bureau's al-out assault on Martin Luther King. Je (in the late 
190s), the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Commitee (SNCO), the 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE, the Black Panher Party, the Nation 
‘of islam Black Muslins"), the National Welle Rights Organization, 
the League of Black Revolisionary Worker, the Dodge Revolutionary 
Union Movement (DRUM), the Revolutionary Acton Movement (RAM), 
te Republi of New Afi (RNAD,the Congres of Afican People, lack 
student unions, and many local Black churches and community of- 
{ganizations strung for decent kving conditions, astice, equaley, and 
‘empowerment. 


New Left” (1968-71): A program to destroy Students for a 
‘Democratic Society (SDS), the Peace and Freedoes Pay, the nsazute for 
Policy Studies, and a broad range of anti-war, ast-ack, student, Gl, 
veteran, feminist, lebian, gay, environmental, Mares, and anarchist 
_roups aswell asthe network of food co-ops, health clinis, child eae 
‘centers, schools, bookstores, newspapers, community center, saeet 
theaters, rock groups, and communes that formed the lnrasractre of 
theeounter-culue. 

“White Hate Groups” (196471: This unique “program™ func 
toned largely asa component othe FBs operations against the progres 
sive activists who were COINTELPRO's mala targess. Underthe cover of 
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being even-handed and going ater violent right-wing groups the FBI 
‘scully gave cover aid tothe Ku Khux Klan, Minutezpen, Nazis, and 
‘ther racist viglantes. These groups received substantial funds, Informa- 
‘on, and protection —and suffered only token FBI harassment—eo long 
‘as they directed their violence agaist COINTELPRO targes, They were 
‘not subjected to serious disruption unless they breached thistact under- 
Sanding snd stacked exablahed business and poise leaders. 


‘+ How COINTELPRO Helped Destroy the 
‘Movements of the 19603" 

Since COINTELPRO was used mainly apn the progresive 
smovemerss ofthe 1960s, impact canbe grasped only a the conext 
‘ofthe momentous socalupheaval which sbook the cousty during those 
yeas, 

‘All across the Untied States, Back communes came alive with 
renewed poldical struggle. Most major cies experienced sustained, 
ciplined Black protest ad massive pheco upsngs. Black acvss 
‘plvanized mult rail rebelion among Gls, welfare mothers, wudents, 
4nd prisoners. 

‘College campuses and high schools erupted in maltant protest 
against the Viesam War A predominantly white New Left, nsplred by 
the Black movement, ought fran end to US. intervention abroad and 
2 ore humaze and cooperative way of feat home. By the ate 1%, 
deep-rooted resistance fad revived among Chicanos, Puerto Ricans, 
‘Asian Americans and Native Americans A second wave cf broad bated 
struggle for women’ slibersion had also emerge slong with glint 
lors by lesbians, jay en, and dished people, 

Mitions of people inthe United States began to rejectthe dominant 
‘cology and cukure, Thousands challenged basie US. politcal and 
‘economic insinions. For a beef moment “the cuca mixture of 
‘People's confidence Inthe government and lack of confidence inthem- 
Selves which allows the govemment to govem, the ring clus to 
‘ule. threatened to break down 

‘By the mid-1970s, this upheaval ad largely subsided. portant 
rogresive activity persed, mally on 2 loa! level, ad much con 
{iaued to be leamed and won, botthe massive, militant Black and New 
{elt movements were gone. The sense of infitepossibty and of out 
‘collective power io shape the foure had been ls. rogresive momen- 
tumdisipsted Radicals found themschrescathedelensveasightwing 
‘ezremita pained major government posisons addefind te conto 
‘of sccepted political debate. 
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‘During the severe economic recession ofthe eaity-to mid- 1970s, 
former student activists began entering the job market, someting on 
fesponsibity for children. Many were scared by baal goverment and 
‘ghe-wing atacks culminating nthe murder of ank ane fe accvss 28 
‘well as prominent leaders. Some were strung ou on the hard Gris that 
‘had become increasingly avallable i black and Latin communities and, 


competion. 

Liited by their upbringing, social postion, and isolation from 
‘older radical traditions, 1960s activists were unable to mak the connec 
'onsand changes required o build movements strengencughto survive 
zed crema wach chang he Ud tes deca 
students didnot sufficenly ally with working and poor people. Too few 
white activists accepted third word leaderlp of mutt aca alliances. 
‘Too many men refsed io practice genuine gender equality. 

Originally motivated by goals of quick reforms 1960s actvsa were 
\Ukpepared for the long-term stiggles in which they found themselves, 
Overly dependent on medisoriented superstars and one-sbox dramatic 
actions, they failed to develop stible organizations accountable leder- 
ship, and strategic perspective. Creatures ofthe culture they so despised, 
they often lacked the patience to sustala tedious grassroots work and 
Palanan of cal scl condos Thy fad dw 
accept the low, uneven pace of personal and political dang 

‘This combination of circumstances, bowever, id not by ielf 
‘earantee political collapse. The achievements ofthe 1960s movements 
‘ould have inspired optimism and provided a sense ofthe powerto win, 
‘ther important sugges. The rightward shift of the major media could 
have enabled aliemative newspapers, magazines, chester, fl and 
‘ideo to atracta broader audience and stable funding. The economic 
\downtum of the ealy 1970s could have united Black miltais, New 


Letts, and workers in common sige Plice bruslity and govern- 
‘ment colusion in drug taficking could have heen exposed in ways that 
‘undermined support forthe authorities and broadened the movements! 


By the dose of the decade, many ofthe movement intemal 
‘weaknesses were starting to be addressed. acted ml-racal alan 
‘cs, such as Manin Luther King, Jr's Poor People's Caropaign and the 
‘Black Panthers Rainbow Coaliion, were forming. Te movement class 
‘base was broadening through Black “revolutionary unions" in auto and. 
‘rher indases, King’s Increasing focus on economic ksues, the New 
etfs spreadto community colleges and the ream of working cass Gls 
radicalined by their experience in Vietnam. At the same time, the 


‘Whie the problems ofthe 160s movements were enormous, their 
ssrengphs might have enabled them to overcome ther weaknesses had 
the vpaurge act been stled before activists could lear from thele 
‘mises. Moch of the movement’ inability to transcend thei inal 
limations and overcome adversity can be traced to COINTELPRO. 

{was through COINTELPRO thatthe public image of Blacks and 
[New Lefts was dsoried to legitimize their arrest and imprisonment 
‘and scapegoat them asthe cause of working people's problems. The FB 
and police instigated violence and fabricated movement horrors. Dss- 
‘dents were deliberately “criminallzod" through Gale charges, rame-up, 
‘dofienanve,bojuslealles andother materals published intheir name 
(Gpecific examples of these and other COINTELPRO operations are 
‘presented on pages 41-65) 

COINTELPRO enabled the FIM and police to exacerbate the 
movements inerral stresses unl beleagocred acts tumed 00 One 
Aanccher. Whites were pied ans Black, lacks agsinst Chicanos and 
Porto Ricans, students agalnst workers, workers against people on 
‘wellare, men against women, religious acivists agaist athe, Chis- 
‘dans against Jews, Jews against Muslims. “Anonymous” acusations of 
{nicely sipped couples apar. Backers of women's and gay lberstion 
‘were anacked as “dykes or"faggots." Money was repeated stolen and 


‘groupe span. and drove dedicated acivsts out of the movement 
‘Government documents implicate the FBI and police inthe bier break 
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vp of such pivotal groups as the Black Panther Pany, SDS, and the 
Ubertion News Servic, and inthe collapse of repeated efforts to form 
Tongeterm coalisions across racial, class, and regional lines. While 
‘penuine political iewes were often iavalved in these disputes, the 
‘outcome could have been different if goverament agencies had aot 
‘covery intervened to subvert compromise and fel hostility and com- 
petition. 

‘inal, it was COINTELPRO that enabled the FB and police to 
climinate the leaders of mass movements without undennning the 
Image of the United States a8 a democracy, complete with free speech 
and the rule of law, Charismatic orators and dynam organizers were 
‘overly atacked and neutralized” before thes sls could be wans- 
ferred to others and sable strctures established teary on thelr work 
Malcolm X was killed in a “factional dispute” which the FBI tok ered 
{oc haying “developed inthe Nation of Ilan.™ Martin Luther King, 
‘was the target ofan elaborate FI plotto deve him to suide and replace 
hin “in is roe ofthe leadership of the Negro people” with conservative 
Blick lawyer Samuel Perce (ater named to Reagan's abined)® Many 
‘have cometo view King’s eventual assassination (and Malcols.as well 
as elf a domestic oven operation” 

‘Other prominent radicals foced simlaratack when they began to 
develop broid followings and express ant-caplalistWeas. Some were 
Porrayed as crooks, thugs, pllanderers or government ageres, while 
‘others were physically theatened o¢ asuulted until they abandoned 
thelr work. Sell ochers were murdered under phony pretext, such a8 
“shootout in which the only shots were fed by the police. 

‘Tobelp bring down a major target, the FBT often combined these 
approaches i strategic sequence Take the case of the 
pres," anewwork of some (radical weekisesand several nation new 
services, which ence boasted 2 combined readership of close © 30 
millon. ta the late 1960s, goverment agent raided the offices of 
alremative newspapers across the country in purported pursuit of drugs 
and fugitives. nthe process, they destroyed typewriters, camer, piet- 
ing presses, layout equipment, business records, and research flea, and 
roughed up and led staffers on bogus charges. Meanwhile, tbe FBI 
‘as pending record companies to withdraw lcraive advertising and 
arranging for princes, supplies, and dutebyton to drop underground 
press accounts. With thelr already shaky operations in disarray, the 
papers and news services were easy targets fora fal phase of COD 
TTELPRO disruption Forged conespendence, anonymous accuscions, 
and infltaors’ manipulation provoked a funy of wild charges and 
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countercharges that played a major role in beinglag many of these 
promsing endeavorstoa premature end” 

‘A similar pattem can be discemed from the history ofthe Black 
Panther Pany. Brutal governeent stacks lialy elicited broad support 
focthis new, mutant, highly visible national organization ands popular 
ten-pointsocalst program for Black sef-determlnation. But the FBI's 
‘prety ought severe weakened ie Party, aking bebe 

FI psychological warfare which so ducrediced and 
‘are ta few pple tay have any pon ofthe powe ad 
Potential that the Panthers once repesented”™ 

‘What proved most devastating in al of this was the effective 
‘manipulation ofthe vitims ef COINTELPRO lao blaming themselves. 
‘Since the FBI and police operated covery, the horoes they engineered 
‘appeared to emacate from within the movements Activ ttn One 
another and in their collective power was subverted, and the hopes of 
4 generation died, leving a legacy of cynicism and despair which 
‘conti to hauat us today. 


‘Black Panther Party Program: What We Want 
— adopted 1965 

1. We want fleedom. We wast power to determine the deniny of out 

Slack Community. 

2. We want full employment fr our people. 

‘3 We want an ead 10 the bery by the CAPITALIST of our Black 

Cena. 

4. We want decen housing for sheer of human beings. 

5. We want education fr ur people that exposes the rue nasare chs 

decadent American sexiety. We want education tat eaches ws our te 

Insory and our role in the presenta sckery. 

(6. We want ll Black men to be exept rom mieary service 

7, We want an immediate end to POUCE MRUTALITY and MURDER of | 

Dac people, 

8. We want freedoms forall black men held a federal, sate, couny and 

cy pesons and js, 

9. We wansall black people when brought total to be ted i cust by 

jury thet peer groep of people from ther Bix commun, 3 

‘clined by the Constsin ofthe Used Sates. 

10. Wewantland, bread, housing, education, clang. unice and peace. 

‘And as cur major paca objective. a Unit Nasons-auperised ple: 

biscte to be held throughout the black colony la wich only Back 

colonial subjects will be allowed to paricipate, fo the purpose of 

‘etennining the wil of Bick peopie 810 their atonal deny. 
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Domestic Covert Action 
Remains a Serious Threat 
Today 


‘The public exposure of COINTELFRO and other government 
buses cliched a Muny of apparent reform in the 1970s, President Nixon 
resigned inthe face of impeachment His Anoeney General, other top 
ies, and many of the “planben" were prosecuted and imprisoned fot 
‘ei periods. The CIA's divecor and counter-intligence chief were 
‘ousted, and the CUA and the Army were again directed to cease cover, 
‘operations against domestic targets” 

‘The FBI had formally shut down COINTELPRO a few weeks after 
le was uncovered. As pat ofthe general face, the Bureas publicly 
apologized for COINTELPRO, and municipal governmenss began {0 
‘sband the local police “red squads" that had served as the F's main, 
accomplices. Anew Atiomey General nied several hundred activist, 
‘tut they had been victims of COINTELPRO and (sued guidlines 
luzking fture operations. Top FBI officals were indicted for ordering 
the burglary of activists’ offices and homes; wo were convicted und 
several others reied oF resigned. The Bureau's egomaniacl, crely 
‘acst and sexist founder J Edgar Hoover, ded in 1972. Atertwo inter 
‘getoe failed to stem the de of tcl, a peestighous federal hile, 
‘Willam Webscer, was appointed by President Canerto clean house and, 
bald a new FBI 

Behind tis public hoopla, however, the Bureau's war at home 
‘octinued unshuted. Domestic cover action did not end when it was 
‘exposed inthe 1970s. thas persisted throughout the 1980s nd become 
4 pemnanent feature of US. government, 


» 
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+ Domestic Covert Action Did Not End 
In the 19708 


Director Websters highty touted reforms did not crete 2 “new 
PIL. They served manly to modemize the existing Bureau and tomake 


‘ther La enforcement and ieeligence: 
Impeded coordination of domestic counter insurgency, Webster 
prometed inter-agency coopersion. Adopting the mande of an “equal 
‘oppomualty employe,” his PBI hired women and people of color to 
imoce effectively penetrate a broader range of polsial turger. By cul 
‘wating a low-visbiry image and discreetly avoiding public anack on 
‘prominent Uberals, Webster gradually restored the Bureau's respec 
Abily and won over a numberof ks former critics” 

‘Sure and local police similarly upgraded their repressive 
capabilies nthe 1970s whe learning‘ present amex sendy pube 
face. The “red squads" that had harassed 1960s acts were quiedy 
resurected under ether names, Paramaltary SWAT teens and tactical 


became available through the Law Enforcement Asitance Administra: 
ton, whi Filed "joint ant-terrorit task forces introduced anew level 
offeteragency coordination* 

‘Meanwhile, the CIA continued to use university pofessors, jour 
nalts, labor leaders, publishing houses, culural organizations, and. 
philanthropic fonts to meld US. puble opiaion. Ar the same time, 
“Amy Special Forces and och elite itary uns began to tain local 
police for counter insurgency and t intensify their own preparations, 
following the guldeines of the secret Pentagon contingency plans, 
“Garden Plot and "Cable Spicer." They dr increasingly on manuals 
‘based on the Bish colonial experience in Kenya nd None treland, 
‘which teach the esential methodology of COINTELPRO under the 
rubde of lowintensly wadare,” and sreseaty intervertion to neutral- 
|e potential oppoaition before ican take old 

‘While domestic cover operations were scaled down ooce the 
1960s upsurge had subsided (thanks in part to the success of OOIN- 
TTELPRO), they did not stop. In ts Apel 27,1971 directives disbanding, 
‘COINTELPRO, the FBI provided for furuve covert action to cexinue 
‘with tight procedures to ensure absolute secunty“* The resus are 
seperstnbemcadot coencpentcestichrertrcome 
ole, 
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‘TheNative American Movement: 1970s Flstacksca resurgent 
[Nauve American resistance have been well Jcumcnted by Ward Char- 
chill and ethers” In 1973, the Bureau led a paramailary invasion ofthe 
Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota as American Indian Movement 
(AINO activists gathered there for symbolic protests at Wounded Knee, 
the ste of aneatier US. massacre of Native Americans. The FBI diected 
the entie 71-day siege, deploying federal marshals, US. Amy perion- 
‘el, Bureau of tndian Affairs police, local GOONS (Guardians of the 
(Oplala Nation an armed tribal viglante force), and. vas aray of heavy 
‘weaponry. 

Inthe following yeas, the FBI and is allies waged allot war on 
AIM and the Native people. From 1973-76, they killed 69 residents of the 
tiny Pine Ridge reservation arate of poltical murder comparable tothe 
{fist years of the Pinochet regime in Chile* To justly such a reign of 
teror and undereut public protest against i, the Bureau launched 3 
‘complementary program of paychologial warfare 

Central 10 this effort was a carefully orchestrated campaign to 
reinforce the already deeply ingrained myth of the “Indian savage." 
‘one operation, the FDI fabricated reports that AIM “Dog Sadiers* 
planned widespread ‘sniping at tourists" and “baring of farmers” in 
South Dakota, The son of liberal US, Senator (and Arab-American, 
activin) James Abourezk, was named as a “gunrunner and the Bureau 
Issued. nationwide alert picked up by media across the county, 

‘Tothe same end, Fl undercover operatives framed AIM members 
Paul “Skyhonie* Durant and Richard “Mohawk” Bilings forthe bevtl 
murder ofa Los Angeles tax driver A bogus AIM nove taking ered for 
the killing was found pinned toa signpost near the murder te, along 
‘withabundle of har said tobe the vitin's "scalp "Newspaper eadlces 
screamed of tial murder" by “radical Indians.” By the ime the defen- 
‘dants were finally cleared of the spurious charges, many of AIM's main 
financial backers had been scared away and its Work among a major 
‘urbun concentration of Native people was in rn. 

In March 1975, a central perpetrator ofthis hoax, AINs national 
security chief Doug Durham, was unmaskedas an undercover operative 
{forthe FBL As AIM liaison wich the Wounded Knee Legal Defensc/Of- 
fense Commizce during the tials of Dennis Banks and ocher Native 
‘American leaders, Durham had routinely participated in confidential 
‘snstegy sessions. He confessed to stealing organizational funds during 
his two years with AIM, and to sexing up the ames of AIM etre for 
‘actions he had organized It was Ducham who authored the AIM doco 
‘mens that the FB consistently ced to demonstrate the group's sup 
posed violent tendencies. 
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Prompted by Dusham's revelations, the Senate Intelligence Com 
‘mice announced on June 23,1975 that it would bold public hearings 
ca Fil operations against AIM. Three days later, armed FIM agents 
assaulted an AIM house on the Pine Ridge reservation, When the smoke 
‘Geared, AIM activist Joe Stunts Kilsright and two PBL agen ay dead. 
‘The media, bared from the scene “io preserve the evidence," broadcast 
the Bureau's false accounts of a bloody “indian ambush,” and the 
‘congressional hearings were quietly cancelled, 
‘The Fs was then free to cush AIM and dear out the last pockets 
‘of resistance at Pine Ridge, It launched what the Chairman ofthe US. 
‘Gel Rights Commision descnbed as“ full-scale miltary-4ype invasion 
(of the reservation" complete with M-16s, Huey helicopters, aching 
dogs, and armored personne cariers. Eventually AIM leader Leonard 
Flier was tried forthe agent’ deaths before a right-wing judge who 
set secretly with the PEL, AIM member Anna Mae Aquash was found 
murdered after FBI agens threatened to kl her unless she helped them 
to frame Pekier,Pekier's conviction, based on perjred testimony and, 
falafied PB ballsis evidence, was upheld on appeal. CThe panel of 
federal jadgeslnchaded Willam Webster unl the very day of his offical 
appointment as Director of the FB) Despite mounting evidence of 
nPelter' trl, and Amnesty Intemationa'scllfora review 
‘of his case, the Native American leader remalas in maximum secuty 


‘The Black Movements Govemment covert action against Hack 
‘activists also continued inthe 1970s. Targets ranged from communlty- 
‘based groups to the Provisional Government ofthe Republle of New 
‘Aide and the surviving remnants of the Blick Panther Paty, 

In Missssipp, federal and state agents attempted to discredit and 
‘darup the United League of Marshall County, a broad-based grasots 
‘cil ghts group strugaling to stop Klan violence. In Calforit, a 
‘notorious pald operative for the FBI, Danhard Perry, code-named 
“Othello” nfrated and dsrupted local Black groups and took personal 
‘ret forthe fire that razed the Watts Weters Workshop's mult nilion 
dollar cultural center in Los Angeles ia 1973. The Los Angeles Police 
Department Inter admited infiltrating at least seven 1970s community 
‘pups, including the Black led Coaltion Against Police Abuse: 


In the mid-1970s, the US. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and. 
‘Firearms (ATF) conspired wath the Wilmington, North Carolina police 
fame nine local vi rights workers and the Rev. Ben Chavis, field 
‘organizer forthe Commission for Racal Justice of the Uoited Church of 
‘Christ Chuvishad been sentto Non Gvolinato elp Blick communities 
respond 19 escalting racist violence against school desertion, [n- 
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stead of aresing Klnamen, the ATF aod police coerced thee young, 
Bick psoner ino fey aceusing Chavis and the thes of boring 
‘whie-owned propery. Athough al hee prsoners ter adaiced they 
had led ln response to official treats and babes, the FI found 90 
Improprey. The cours repeatedly refed to reopen the case and he 
‘Wilmungion Ten served any yeurs in pson befor presure fom 
letemational lsu and aman tights roups won het release 

"As the Republic of New Alka (RNAD bean to bull auzenoeous 
tuck conone and pola isons athe Sep South the Bares 
repeatedly dsrpted ka meetings and blocked ts aemps to buy and. 
On Angus 18, 171, four worhs afer the supposed end of COIN 
TELPRO, the Fl and police launched an armed predawn asa oo 
rational RNA effices in Jackson, Missippl. Crying 3 warrant for 3 
fughive who had been brought to RNA Headquares by FBI informer 
‘Thomas pels the azackers concerted thei fie where be nformers 
floorplan indicated that RNA Presiden Imani Obadle sept. Tove 
‘Obadele was away atthe tine ofthe a the Bureau Bad im arsed 
and imprisoned on charges of conspency to assault 3 goverment 
agent” 


‘The COINTELPRO-niggcred collapse of the Black Panther’ of 
‘ganization and support in the winter of 1971 left them defenselest asthe 
ovement moved to prevent them from regrouping. On August 21, 
1971, rational Panty officer George Jackson, world renowned author of 
the polieal autobiography Soledad Brother, was murdered by San 
‘Quemin prison authortes on the pretent of an attempted jailbreak” ta 
July 1972, Southem California Panther leader Emer "Geroeima" Prat 
‘was succesfully famed fora senseless $70 robbery. murder commited 
‘hile he was hundreds of tiles away in Oakland, Caloris, sending, 
Blick Panther meetings for which the FBI managed to “osc” all of &s 
surveillance records, Documents obtained through the Freedom of 
Information Act ater revealed that atleast 0 FB agents had infkrated 
Prats defense commie. They alto indicated thatthe state's mala 
‘witnes, Julio Butler, was a paid informer who had worked in the Party 
‘under the direction of the FB and the Los Angeles Police Depaniment, 
Formany years, FBI Director Webster publicly denied that Pratt hadever| 
‘been a COINTELPRO target, despite the documentary proof in his Own 
agency's records” 

‘Also targeted well into the 1970s were former Panther assigned to 
foeman underground to defend agains: amed government tack onthe 
any. trwasthey who had regrouped asthe Blck Liberation Army (BLA) 
‘when the Party was destroyed FE files show that, within a moeth of the 
close of COINTELPRO, frher Bureau operations agains the BLA were 


‘mapped out in secret meetings convened by presidential aide John 
[Bichman and atended by President Nicoa and Atomey General 
Michel. In the folowing years, many former Panther leaders were 
murdered by the poli in supposed “shoot-out” withthe BLA. Other, 
suchas Sundiata Acoli, Asst Shak, Dhoruba Al-Mujshid Bin Wahad 
\lormeaty Richard Moore). and the New York 3 (Herman Bell, Anthony 
“Jali” Boom, and Alben "Nuh" Washington) were sentenced to lot 
prison terms ater ged tals” 

Inthe case ofthe New York 3, FB ballistics repos withbeld during 
‘hie mid-1970s trials show that bles from an alleged murder Weapon 
‘ded not match those found atthe ste ofthe kilings for which they are 
sal serving Mfe tems, The sar witness against them has publidy 
‘recanted his testimony, sweaning that he lle afer being tortured by 
police (who repeatedly jammed an elect eatleprd ino his testicles) 
‘and secrely threatened by the prosecutor and jadge. The same judge 
later dismissed peuions to reopen the case, refusing to hold any hearing, 
‘orto disqualfy himself, even though his miscondoctisa majorisive. AS 
the NY3 cootinued to pres fora new tral their evidence was ignored 
by the news media while their former prosecutors one-sided, rackt 
docudrama" on the case, Badge of the Assassin, aired on national 
television” 

‘The Chileano and Puerto Rican Movements: From 1972-1974, 
1 Raza Unida Pary of Temas was plagued with repeated, unsolved 
(COINTELPRO-xye political Ireakins * Former government operative 
{Euseacio “Prank” Maines has adm that after the close of COIN: 
‘TELPAO, the US. Bureau of Akoh, Tobacco, and Fiearms (ATF) pad 
tua to help destroy La Casa de Camalisimo, a Chicano comiinity 
‘ano-drug program in Los Angeles. Mantine2, who had previously in- 
‘uated the Brown Berets and the Chicsno Moratorium seated tha the 
ATF dice him to provoke bombings and planta dr pusher i La 
Ga™ 

1n1973, Chicano activist and lawyer Francisco "Kiko" Matin Was 
{indicted in Colorado on trumped-up bombing charges and susperuls 
from the bar. He was forced 10 leave the United Sates for fent of 
_assasieaton by poe directed to shoot him “on aight" When Marine? 
‘was eventually brought trial nthe 1980s, many of the changes jl. 
‘im were dropped for insulicent evidence and local juries sxpited 
tim of ether One case ended in a mista when twa found thatthe 
judge had met seeredy with prosecutoe, police, and govemiient wit- 
nesses to plan perured esimany, and had conspired with the FI to 
conceal video cameras inthe courtroom * 


‘Saning in 1976, the FL manipulated the grand fury process 10 
assault both the Chicano and Puerto Rican movements Under the pulse 
fof snveatigating Lan Fucrzas Aemadss de Liberaci6n National 
Pucriomiqueto (FALN) and other Puero Rican urban guerillas, the 
‘Bureau harasied and disrupted a cultual cent, an alternative high 
school, and ether promising community orpanszing effors in Chicago's 
Puero Rican bamio and in the Chicano communis of Denver and 
‘aohem New Mexico. It subpoenaed radical Puerto Rican trade union 
Ieader Federico Claréa Falla and key saff ofthe Naticeal Comission 
‘on Hispanic Afairsofthe US. Episcopal Church appear before federal 
syand juries and led them for refusing to cooperate. The independent 
BBhor movement ia Puen Rico andthe Commission's zsportant work 
im support of Puerto Rican and Chicano organizing were effectively 
screed.” 

‘On July 25, 1978, an undercover agent Sted two young Puerto 
Rican independence activists, Carlos Sexo Arnis and Amalia Dario 
Ronado, 10 thei deaths in a police ambush at Cer Maravilla, Puerto 
Rico, The agent, Alejanxho Gonzales Malive, worked under the dvect 
supenision ofthe FBLArained intelligence chef of the lands police 
force. The FBI refused to investigate when the police chimed they were 
‘merely returning gunfce inate by the aciviss Laver was prowesthat 
‘Soto sad Dario had surrendered and were then beaten and shot dead 
‘whe on ther knees. Though a number of officers were found gulky of 
Perury in the coverup and one was sentenced for the murder, the 
‘officals who set up the operation remain free. Gonziler tas been 

omncted” 
ren November 11, 1979, Angel Rodrigues Crstbsl pope 
sccialisteader ofthe movement io sop US. Navy bombing practice o9 
the inhabwed Puerto Rican island of Vieques, was muntered in the US. 
ppententary la Tallahassee, lords, Though US. auchores elaimed 
“suicide.” Rodriguez Cristal, inthe second month ofa sx month erm 
for civil dsobedience, had been in good spirs when een by his Lawyer 
hours before his death. He had been subjectedtocontinoous threats 2nd 
harassment including forced drugging and solution, during his cosfine- 
‘ment. Though he was said to have been found hanging by a hed sheet, 
there wasa large gash on is forehead and blood onthe floor of is celL™ 

‘The Women's, Gay, and Lesbian Movements: FBI documects 
show that the women’s iherstion mexement remained. major tangs of 
covert operations throughout the 1970s, Long afer the ficial end of 
CCOINTELPRO, the Hureau continued to inflzate and disrupt feminist 
‘organizations, publications and projects. ts wiew of the women's move- 
iment is revealed by a 1973 repor listing the national women's 


newspaper off our backs as "ARMED AND DANGEROUS—EX- 


‘Cover operations aso continued against lesbian and gay onganie 
ng: One former FBI informe, Ear Robert “Butch” Merrit, revealed that 
from October 1971 through June 1972 he received a weebiy stipend 
{eflrate gay publications and organizations inthe District of Columbia, 
He was ordered t conduct break-ins, spread false rumors tht certain 


Black groups to el hem they Would not be Welcome at Gay Acts 
‘Aliance and Gay Liberation Front meetings” 

‘As in the ease of the Puerto Rican and Chicano movements, 
‘criminal invesgations provided a convenient pretext for escalated FDL 
stacks on lesbian and feminist activists in the mid-1970s tn purported 
puss of arc-war fugitives Susan Saxe and Kathy Powers, FUL agents 
flooded the womer's communities of Boston, Philadelphia, Lexington 
‘entucky), Hanford and New Haven. Theis conspicuous interrogation 
‘ef hundeds of polsieally active women followed by highly publicized 
{and jury subpoenas and alings, wreaked havoc in health collectives 
and other vial projects Activists and potential supporters were scared 
(ff and fear spread across the county, hampering Women's and lesbian 


action agains the New Left and antiwar movemens also persisted, 
ceopecaly a5 activists mobilized to protest the 1972 Republican andl 
Democratic Panty conventions In San Dieyo, where the Republicans 
‘nay planned to convene, this campalgn culminated inthe January 6, 
1972 snempt on the life of an-convention organizer Peter Bolunct by, 
4 “Secret Amy Organization’ of ex-Minutemen formed, subsidized, 
armed, and protected by the FBL® 

“Movement organizing and government sabotage continued when 
the Republican convention was moved to Miami Besch, Flea. tn May 
1972, Bill Lemmer, Southern Regional Coordinator of Vietnam Veterans 
‘Against the War (VVAW), a key group in the convention prctest coal 
‘on, suaced as.an undercover Fl operative. Lenmmer's alse testinnony 
‘enabled the Bureau to haul the VVAW's national leadership before a 
‘and jury bundeeds of miles away during the week ofthe convention. 

PB efforts to putthe VWAW “out of business" were ter cafe 
bbyanceherex-operative Joe Burton of Tampa, Florida, old the New York 
Times “hat berween 1972 and 1974 he Worked asa paid FU operative 
sssigned to infitrate and drupe various radial groups i this country 
sd Canada" Burton described how specialists were Now in from FI 


Headquanestohelphim forge bogus documents snd "esbisha shan 
politcal group, the Red Star Cadre for dscupive purposes” 

‘The same article reported that “two ether former FBI operatives, 
Hany E Schafer, 3, and his wif, Jl tod of similar scupeve actvcy 
they undertook a the bureau's diresion during the same period” 
‘Working out of "a similar bogus New Oreans front group, ered the 
"Red Collecive,” the Schufers boasted of dvering substantial funds 
‘hich had been rlsed to suppor the American Indian Movement, 

“The Labor Movement: One of agent provocateur Joe Burton's 
‘main targets was the United Electical Workers Union (UE). The FBI 
{alsiied records to get Burton into UE Tampa Local 1201 2000 afer is 
successful 1973 organizing drive upset the Westinghouse Corporation's 
plantodevelopa chain of non-union plas inthe South Burton's tacks 


Worker and gave erekbiiy to the company’s red-basing. Burton also 
helped the FB move against the United Farm Workersandihe American 
Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees (AFSCME)" 
In the mid-1970s, the FU was instrumental in covering up the 
murder of labor acivise Karen Silkwood and the theft of her files 
documenting the radioactive contamination of workers at the Kea 
McGee nuciear fuel plant neat Oklahoma City. lkwood, elected tothe 
(i, Chemical, and Atomic Workers loca! bargaining comminec, had 
amassed proof that the company was fasting sfery report to hide 
Widespread exposure to dangerous levels of highly carcinogenic 
plutonium. She was led when her carcrashed intoa coocreteembaric- 
‘ment en route 10 a November 18, 1974 meeting with ew York Times 
teporer David urshar Herfes were never recovered fromthe wreck. 
‘While prominent independent exper concluded that Sakewood's car 
was bumped from behind and forced off the road, the FBI found that 
the fel sleep atthe wheel after overdoing on quaalodes and that she 


secre inte employ oft, wo conf oan sewed 
{na Jong sting of 1960s COINTELPRO operations.” 
{In 1979, government operatives played key roles in the massacre 
(of communist labor organizes during a multi-racial snti-Klan march in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. Heading the KKIVNaxi death squad was 
[Ed Dawson, a long-time paid FBU police informer inthe Klan. Leading 
the local American Nazi ary branch into Dawson's "United Racist root” 


of the Froars murderous plans, they did nothing to protect the 
‘demonstrators. Instead, the police gave Dawson a copy of the march 
‘route and wathdrew as his carvan moved in forthe kil. Dawson's 
sharpstooters carefully picked off key cadre of te Communist Workers 
‘Pury (CB), including the president and president-elect of rwo Ama 
‘gamated Clothing and Tezule Workers Union locals, an organizer ata 
‘Gad local mill, and a leader of AFSCME's organizing drive at a nearby 
‘medical centr. In the aftermath, the FBI azempsed to cover up the 
‘governments role and to put the blame on the CWP. 

“Attherumof the decade, he Bureau oined with Navalatelligence 
sod the San Diego Police to neutralize a maltant mul racal union atthe 
‘Shipyards ofthe National Se and Shipbuilding Company, a major US. 
faaval consracior. The Bureau paid Ramon Barton to inflate Iron- 
workers Local 627 when i elected lefis officers and began to publicly 
protest dangerous working conditions. Aer an explosion from a gas 
Jeak killed ro worker, Barton lured three ther into belpng him build 
4 bomb and wanspon it in his van, where they were arrested. Though 
the workers entrapped by Barton sere not uolon officals and were 
acquited of most charges by a San Diego jury, the ronworkers Interna- 
‘onal used thee wal asa pretext for placing the local in tsteship and 
expelling ts elected offices” 


‘+ Domestic Covert Action Has Persisted. 
‘Throughout the 1980s 

All dis and more occured during a peri of liberal reform, when 
polical actin had somewhat subsided. The 1980s, by contrast, have 
been marked by the nse of right wing poliscal power and new fora of 
‘popular eppoation io resctonary goverrunent policy. Under these cn, 
dons, the danger of domes covert acon is greater than ever, 

‘One indication ofthe seventy ofthe current threat the level of 
recent political represtion. The incidents reviewed inthe Introduction 


‘burglarsed, 
sonal paper of international travelers confiscated by US. cstoms upon 
‘thee retam atthe border, dasidents facing deportation for ther pola 
views: activists hounded at thelr obs and in thee commits, hauled 
before grand pres, and arrested and aed on fale charges. 
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[Even more alarming ls the amount of current covert activity that 
thas come to light Since the vast majocty of COINTELPRO-fype opera 
‘ons stay hidden until long aftr the damage has been done, those we 
are already aware of represent only the tp of the lecberg. Far moce 8 
Sure to lurk beneath the surface. 

‘Most of today's domestic covert action can be kept concealed 
because fll goverment secrecy has been restored. The Freedom of 
Information Ac, a source of major disclosures about COINTELPRO, was. 
deastially acrowed in the 1980s through adminisrate and judicial 
reinterpretation as wellaslegslanve amendment Thousands of govem- 
‘ment les were shielded from public scrutiny under presidential direc 
Lives that vasly expand the range of information clauified “op secret” 
Govemment employees now face censonip even afr they rere, and, 
fnew laws make ita federal crime to disclose “any information that 
{cote an icivihal asa covert agent 

‘While restoring fll secrecy, the Reagan adeistration invested 
covert action with a new lelimacy, In the pase, such operations were 
acknowledged to be improper and Wegal. The Senate Inteligence 
Commitee condemned COINTELPRO as “a sophisicated vigilante 
‘operation aimed squarely at preventing the exercise of ist Amendment 
rights of speech and association." From ts Inception, the CIA was 
bamed by law from perfomming “intemal securty functions." Top 
‘Rovemment officials took care olasulat themselves sothey could deny 
{nvolvement fan unseemly operation came 1 light. These conditions 
‘tablished a kind of speed limit, ast of restrictions which the agencies 
fet fre to exceed, but only by a certain margin. 

{In the 1980s even ths celing was lifted. Reagan and bis cohorts 
‘openty embraced the use of covert operations at home and abwoad. They 
endorsed such action, lpalzedt, sponsored it, nd raised tto the level 
‘of putriode vite. 

‘Within months of taking office, Reagan pardoned W. Mark Felt and 
Edward S. Miler, the only FBI officals convicted of COISTELPRO 
‘times. His congressional alles publicy honored these riminals anc 
praised their work.” The President condinvally revived the tired old Red 
Scare adding. anew “erorst bogeyman, while Azomey General Meese 
‘campaigned to marrow the scope of the Bil of Rights ad imi fdicial 
review ofthe constnutlonality of government action. 

rom the National Securty Councils offices in the White Howse 
‘basement, Lt Cal. Oliver Nonh proudly funded and orchestrated break- 
tng and other “dy ticks" to defeat congressional ceics of US. policy 
in Cental America and netalize grassroots protest. He an elaborate 
networks of paper organizations set up by former government cove 


‘openstives who regrouped todo the same work for mare money inthe 
*petvate seco." Special Prosecutor Walsh found evidence that Noh and, 
Rested Ai Force Gen. Richard Secord (architect of 1960s US. covert, 
‘action in Cambodia) used Iran-Contra funds 10 harass the Chistic ln 
sku, a church-fonded public Interest law group which specializes in 
‘exposing government misconduct.” Nonh also helped Reagan's cronies 
atthe Federal Emergency Management Adminisintion develop contin- 
[gency plans for suspending the Consinstion, esablishing maria Ww, 
‘nd holding poltical dissidents in concentration camps inthe event of 
“national opposition against a U.S. mltary invasion abroad" 

‘Much of what was done outsde the law under COINTELPRO has 


7.1989) Forte fettme ia US history. governess iftration fo the 
‘Purpose of inivencng the activity of domestic politcal onanizations 
fas reeived fal sncvon (0.12533, $29). This prerogative low 
‘emended tothe PBI and anyone acting on ts behalf. provided a legal 
‘retent for the Bureaus attacks on CISPES and other opponents of US 
oliy in Cental America. 

"The ew excetive onder asters the Presiden ight to authorize 
(CA “special aceite” (the official euphemism for cover operons) 
redefined to eclide scuvey anyubert “in suppon of masons! foreign 
policy objectives abroad” (1.0), §840), It legalizes “courterntel- 
ligence acuvies..,wtin the United Stats” on the pat of the FBI and 
‘he CAA, Ary, Navy, Alt Pore, and Marines GLK, 31.120). Spectal- 
{ues equipment, techincal knowledge or assistance of expen penionnel” 
smay be provided by any ofthese agencies “to support oral aw enfor- 
cement” (5260). All are fee to mount electronic and mall survelance 
‘without a warrant, and the FBI may also conduct warrandess “uncon 
sented physical searches Chreak-lns) if the Attorney Gener finds 
‘probable cause to believe the action s"drected agains foeegn poner 
‘ocan agcet of foreign power” (524, $25). This signals open season’on 
{GSPES, sanctuary churches, anti-apartheid groups, and anyone else 
‘rho maintains fendly relations with a county or movement opposed 
by the adainisration or who dares to organize protest aginst US. 
foreign poiy. 

sag eae mach ae wean hay todo pore re 

‘many signs of danger, The FB and police have now been fully 
fehabiliated. The CIA and miliary have assumed an expanded 
‘homefroct role. Covert action has been leyalzed and endorsed at the 
highest levels of government. Offical secrecy has been restored 
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Govemment harassment of domestic dasidents continves unabated. 
Evidence of current infiltration and candestine disupaion surfacing at 
_analarming rate. Taken together, these developmen eave us only one 
‘ale assumption: full-scale coves operations are already underway 10 
nneuralize today’s oppostion movements before they can reach the 
massive level ofthe 19605. 


‘+ Domestic Covert Action Has Become a 
Permanent Feature of U.S. Government 


So long as conservative Republicans rematn in power, there I 10 
‘reason to expect tis threat to subside. But what if Uberal Democrats 
‘were in contol? Recent US. history indicates that so far as cover 
‘operations are concemed, the difference would be marginal at best 

‘The record of the past 50 years reveals a pazem of cootinuous 
domestic cover action. Io use has been documented in each ofthe last 
fine administrations, Democratic as well as Republican. Fl testimony 
shows “COINTELPRO tactics already la fll swing during the presiden- 
‘des of Democrats Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Harry Truman * COIN. 
‘TELPRO tell, while initiated under Euenhawer, grew from one 
[rogram to ai under the Democratic administrations of Kennedy and 
Johnson. It fourished when an outspoken liber, Ramsey Clark, was 
‘Asomey General (1966-1968), Air COINTELPRO was exposed, sls 
[Programs continued under other names during the Care years a8 wel 
‘a under Non, Ford, and Reagan, They have Outived J. Edgar Hoover 
land remained in place under ll of his successoe. 

Covert police methods have been used against progresive social 
‘movements since the founding ofthe country. Undercover operatives 
disrupted the historic effons vf rebel slaves and Native American, 
Mexican, and Puerto Rican resstance, Dissident journalists, insurpent 
‘wocken, and rebellious farmers were arrested on false charges and aed 
‘orhung afer rigged tials.” 

‘Trough most of US. history, progressive activist faced the blatant 
‘bru of hired thugs and right-wing viglantes bicked by government 
‘woops. As the county grew more urban and industial, newly formed 
‘municipal police forces came to play 2 greater roe. By the tm of this 
‘century, local police depatmenss were running masive antiunion 
‘operations in eoBaboration with the Pinkertons and other private detec 
ure agencies” 

‘With World War I and the increasing national integration of the 
US. political ecoomy, the federal goverment began to take more 
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responsibilty fo coro of domestic dasent. From 1917 on, the Justice 
Deparimen’s Bureau of Investigation, forerunner of the FBI, coor 
inated is work closely with 2 250,000 member right-wing vigilante 


‘World WV, or Wobbles?)”Folowing the Russian Reveluson, the 
‘Bureau helped foment the Red Sate of 1919-20 J Edgar Hoover took 
personal spony for depo "ed Ema" Goldman and die 
{hte Palmer Rankin which bousndsol popresivemigares Were 
‘ocraded up, ale, and brvaled, and hundreds were depend.” 
‘Stung by publi ecm these rida, Hoover switched 1 more 
conertmetbodsinthc ely 192 Hisense asks of king 
‘alway worken aad penetzted the Sacco-Vanzeth Defense Commie 
{ostel funds raised b suppor the indicted anarchists "Inan operation 
that prefiqured COINTELPRO, Hoover masterminded the desracion of 
the main Black movement cf the post Wedd War 1 period, Marcus 
‘Garey’ Univers Negro Improvement Association (UNA. His agents 
penetrated the mulilion member UIA aa et up te federal ral 
feaud conviction that dscredted ks charseuc leader, leading 19 
(Garvey deporion ands groups colle 
“Though te ret oft 19205, the Bureau kept low prof a 
mesic insurgency rubs. tn the eaely yeaes Of the Depression, 
rlmry respons fr poling ser remained ine aod oflea 
Lin enforcement spears, ptate detetves, and iene BOUPS 
such athe Ameren Lesion. Mearwhe, Hoover and the FB rose to 
tutional prominence yledhngawidely raked War cnCeine." The 
‘apure of Jon Dillinger and her noon desperados made head 
lnc acrasee couny. The Buea was ded in Heywood ns 
and an immensely popula radio series The media porzayed the FDL as 
tnvincbleand preci). Elgar Houver"Publc Hew uber One 
“his new reste pontine the Dara to regain sats as te 
nation’s politcal police In 193, i won secret suthorsation to ence 
Span arpetnubverave actives inthe United States" In amerio os 
‘boniaten, Hoover serbuted dus coup coafidensat "formation" 
he had presented Yo President Roosevelt showing that “ihe Com 
munis. pacily cotoled” a lest one Key indi union and 
‘were moving to "pet contol of" others 
“The FB vasy expanded is operations during Wodld War I and 
acquired new coven technology, induding the capacity for expert 
‘ore lntieaflemaheftewar athe UntedSutesbegantoaere 
Inemonic world power and 1 ident the Soviet Uaton 8 8 ma, 
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‘ccm, the Bares fmt establish is pliical role aban acepted 
{rsuruonal realty. Th Sete Ielignce Comme ater found that 
i was inthis penod, well before the sat of COINTELPRO, that “the 
onsen ineligence ropramsel te FHL became pemanert estes 
‘fgovemment™ 

“The Comme aunbutes the Bureau's bly conslidate poli 
‘alpoliee powestothe Cold Warfean” whichsweptte country ung 
{be ine 1940s and the 1950, but skips over the Bareau's cena ake 
{a fomeatng thue fear. FEI Devoe Hoover open tvew hls enor 
sows publi prestige behind the poxwarwitchnuts mounted bythe 
Houte Un-American Activities Commitee (HUAC) and Joreph 
‘McCants Senate nema Scutty Sb Commitee. Directed by aw 
lavestigate the loyalty of federal employees, the FBI secredy passed 
‘oneal rw fest congresuoeal ais especiay MeCanhy and 
the rising young sar of UAC, Ricturd Non” 

“Above all Hoover and his men et upand orchestrated the pivotal 
sya that made he wichbuns cee In 1950, forme igh rank 
fag State Deparment oficial Alger His, President of the Came 
‘Exdowment fr Intemational Peace, was found gulky of peu for 
<enying tht be tad copied conceal goverment papers fo the 
Soviet Union ithe te 19805101951, US.communots Eel and jul 
Rosenberg and Morton Schell were convied, and the Rosenbers 
executed fr aegely pag te Seve Union “stom sere" Ba 
swe already peneral scenic nomic Ineach ete te war wities 


ncomupable FBI vouched forthe authenticity of 
key documentary evidence which activists later learned could easly 


harve been forged” 

‘Subsequent investigation and analysis sugges that both cases may 
well have Been fabricated At the time, however, thei impact was 
devastating. Dy appearingto validate the witchhunts, they pavedthe way 
foe purge can et geoerston cf rs foe US pls and 

Inthisssnosphere of at-communlst hysteria 38 nthe preceding 
years of wartime fear of espionage, the FBI was fee to move against a 
Dead range of domestic politcal movements. It took an occasional 
swipe at the right wing and managed to arrest a few outright Nazi 
saboteun. As alaays, however, the brunt of is amack was directed 


pre COINTELPRO FBI infiltration of lodustial nions, major Black or 
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‘ganizations (neluding the NAACP and the Nasion of Ita), the wn- 
‘employed movement, the Natlonals Parry of Puero Rico, and a least 
‘one group of reform Democrats (the Independent Voters of tino)" 
Documents ter obtained under the Freedom of Information Act reveal 
PBI undercover operations In the Ite 140s against the third party 
presidential candidacy of former Vice President Henry Wallace, the 
[pro-Wallace American Labor Pany (ALP), and US. Congressman Vio 
Marcantonio (D/ALP-NY)." Other Bureau memoranda show the col- 
laboration of Ronald Reagan, ‘Confidential Informant 7-10," in FBL 
maneuvers 1 oust leftists from the Screen Actors Guid and the Hol 
lywood film industry” Bureau trges during the ite 19408 and eaty 
1950s also incded the National Lawyers Gulld and the American 
Friends Service Commitec, as well as the Mattachine Society, the 
Daughters of Bil, and other early gay aod lesblan gh groups” 

"From the outset, these groups faced far more than mere surved- 
lance, From 193656, the FBI took advantage of wartime fears snd. 
ppoxtwar hyserts to slip nto place the domestic cover operations later 
consolidated under COINTELPRO, Ex-agents’ repo that activa’ 
homes and offices were routinely burplartzed during these years" AS 
early a8 1939, the Bureau began to compe a secret “Secuey Index" 
listing subversives to be detained Inthe event ofa “national emergen- 
cy. Wiliam Sullvan, former head of the FBI nteligence Division, 
tested that, “We were engaged in COINTELPRO tactics, 10 divide, 
confuse, weaken, in diverse ways, an organization, We were engaged 
4 that when I entered the Bureau In 1941." The Senate Inceligence 
(Committee found that by 1946 the Bureau had a "policy" of preparing 
sod dmeninang repeat” 2 “deo tna” 

‘Thus, COINTELPRO was nota radical departure, I merely central. 
laed and intensified long-standing FBI policy and practice. The 1956 
“dzectve setting up the new program took ats sang poi the historic 
record of Burcsu work to foset factional, bangthe Comeunist Pary 
and is leaders ito disrepute before the American public, and cause 
confusion and disatfacion among rnk-andfile members" It called 
fora better coontinated, more focused, “al-out disruptive atack" 10 
snake up for new julia reszicions on polsicl proseeusons and 10 
climinate once ad forall US. left already in disarray.” 

CConcetved asa mic-1950 coup de gracesgains 3 faling O14 Let, 
CCOINTELPRO became the cuting edge ofthe Bureau's ack on the 
rising stugles ofthe 1960s. I provided the framework for operations 
against resurgent lick mevement whose fet audible remtings 8 
the 1955 Montgomery, Alabama bus boycor, my explaa the urgency 
ofthe Bureau's deve to do away with what remained of an organized 


‘waxar none ” 


radical presence ia the United States, It also formed the FETs primary 
response tthe stent ned anti-war protest which swept the eoUTy 
Garng the 19605. 

‘COINTELPRO grew increasingly important ax the waditional 
modes of repression failed. An uadausied new generation of activists 
made a ughing stock of HUAC and turned criminal ia ito pica 
forums. Akhough brute force wlimatey di conttbute other demise, 
for most ofthe decade police beatings served only to stiffen resistance 
and help win over the millons who watched oa television. 

‘Reviewing the Bureau's experience with domestic cover action 2s 
‘0 1964). Rogar Hoover concluded that: 
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‘True to his words, Hoover did continue domestlc covert scion under 
“another name" when he evenly had to shut down COINTELIRO, 
Fearing public exposure, the Fl revered to the less centralized, more 
secure procedures of the previous er, but the basi approach pert. 

‘Over the past $0 years, clandestine work has become an essential 
a ofthe Bareau's mode ef operation. Many of is senloe agents are 
ow specials whose profesional advancement requires that the 
|govemment continue to rely on covert action. A lmilar group of "old 
‘hands" has emerged from the covert operations thatthe United Sates 
‘ad ts European lies develope in an effortto maintain contol of thet 
‘colonies and neo-colonesin courries such Algeria, the Congo, lia, 
‘Norther Ireland, Chile, and Vietnam. With Hoover's death and 
‘Webster's ascendancy atthe FB and then the CUA the two sets of sles 
‘came gradually to coordinate and integrate their work, 

‘The combined experience ofthese veteran covert operatives has 
Bren ise toa growing lierature and theory of counter insurgency, Tel 
‘Sidelyciculated texts and manuals restate the base procepes of COIN: 
‘TELPRO and pound home the necessity for continuous covert operi- 
tons. The leading treatise, Zou-niensity Operations: Subverston, 
Insurgency, and Peacebeepin, by Frank Kitson, Bash comand in 
‘Kenya, Malaysia, Cyprus, and Nother Irland, tess that infiltration 
and “poychologial operations" be mounted against dissident groups in 
“normal times," before any mass movement can develop” 

‘Careers, ld boy networks, theories, and treatises help to per: 
etuate domestic cover action. The pensince of wich operations can 


be fully expined, however, cly in terms of ther vale to economic 
snd political eles. Any soc! order based on Inequality of weak and 
power depends, to some degre, on political repression to contol the 
‘sadvanaged majpay. Modem US. eltes have pariclar nee foe 
Coven measures because the war athote pray the esponsdsy 
ofthe federal goverment, a ovement Which is Unde intense pre 
sure appentobe democratic. 

‘The federal goverment has become the main am of domestic 
represion through + series of toe developments Fist lemal 
prlal confer has come wo focus Wezessgy on ates Of pulse 
Policy. Second, business ad indus, which once played. major roe, 
ow rely on the pub sector for unprfiable sippont services roe 
Post ofces,arpors roads, and job tring Yo the paciieaion cf 
Morkersand mates at home and abroad. They are no longet wing 
‘aletainalagescale obese apparatus forrepresing societal pica) 
<isent orto purhase sch sees rom pate agencies Fly, state 
and local goverment ck the funds and. personnel to cope with 
Countywide dsudent movements. Federal coordination and deton 
‘demanded the national integration ofthe. economy and cule, 
‘with is geogaphaly mabe population and estan comemonieaon. 

Tor all se reasons, US. domestc poiial pression i ow 
‘tfectvely nationalized Local police may sl be the foot solders for 
many are, rid, beatings, and telraions, cope administer, 
coeporte security forces, ad pate right-wing groups may also hep 
‘out But when i comes to flscale stare, cooeinated domestic 
counter insurgency, ony “the Feds" can do the. 

Dut the federal government has other imperaves, I ses to 
‘maintain US. consol over woeld market and resources nan era when 
‘most of Asa, Alica,and Latin America have been legally decolonized. 
Iweompetesintemascealy wah th Soviet Union, Germany, and )apan. 
‘Althe nme ne, needs pati wuppon, or atleast pasiveacqules- 
‘ence, at home. For all these purposes, t must effectively promote the 
lage of the United Sates a leader ofthe “ve woe complete wih 
free speech and the rule ofa. 

the US. govemmeres seen as udu repressive within own 
bordes, however, wil have wouble 


legitimacy, while effectively marpnalzing or eliminating domestic ds- 
sent, ft makes the vim of offical Volence appear tobe the aggres- 
sorsand provokes dasident movemcnastotear themselves apart through 
factionalism and other modes of self desmnition. No wonder covert 
section s hereto sy. 


What We Can Do About 
Domestic Covert Action 


We abwiously cannot stop domestic covet action simply by elect 
tagbener public officials, paaing stronger laws, or winning courtcases. 
‘Clandestine repression will end only with the elimination of the race, 
‘gender, class, and intemational domination it serves to uphold. 
‘Meanwale, Severely undermines ou ability to build the broad: based 
‘movements needed 0 win fundamental change. To organize andsstain 
such movernens, we hive to eam how to deal with domestic covert 
‘scion ina way that miniizes i Interference with out work. 

‘There are two complementary means to ths end. The fist ap- 
proach requires work within our movements. I sessental that we learn, 
orecognite the methods of covert action and take steps wo reduce thelr 
lampsct on our work. The second approach involves organizing publicly 
‘to expose and oppose the goverment’ continved reliance on thase 
rmethnxds Thoogh domestic cover action cannot be eliminated without 
‘more systemic change, we do have the capacty to substantially limit and. 
weaken 


*+ Learning the Methods of COINTELPRO and 
How to Protect Ourselves Against Them 


“Though the deals of fuse covert action will be adapted to 
“changing socal and technological condsions, only a limited numb of 
basic methods and approaches exist. Like chess masters and mary 
sszategiss who hooe their ails by replaying old contest, we can 
leaprowe ou abitty 0 defend against these modes of atackthrough close 
study ef recent story If we undentand how the FBLand police nied 
inthe past, we will be Dede abe orecopalze and avo hee future 
ticks and taps. I we grasp the mbtakes of eater movements, We cin 
tae extra preausions now without encouraging paranols or Uv 
Ing atention from our main goals 
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‘A CHECKLIST OF ESSENTIAL PRECAUTIONS 


1. Check out the suchen of any disturbing cer, rumor, phooe cl, 
‘x other communication before acing on Ak the mspposed wouce 
She orbe ls esponsible 

2 Keep records of incidents which appeat 0 efiect COINTELPRO-ypE 
‘savy. Evaluate your response and repor your experiences 10 the 
overeat Suppor Network snd che ropes Socusent epee 
‘and veatance tround the counay. See page 92) 

4. Deal openly and honesy wid he dferences within cur movers 
(Gace, pence, cas, age, religoa, national gin, semal oration, 
Penoaaliy, experience, phyial and atllecsat expaces ete) before 
he FBI and police can exploe em. 

4, Doattrytoexpase a especie agent or informer without sll proof. 
Purges bused on mere suspicion caly help the Fl and police create 
dstust and paranala I peneray works beter io crticize whara disup- 
‘we penoa sys and does, wou specultng ast wy” 

5, Suppom al movement scvsss who come under soverezent attack 
Don't be put of by pol slander, sich a recent step to smear 
some ritast oppocent ol govemstent policy a8 erorss* Onanize 
Publi oppoaiion o all MB wachtwes, grand ry apenas, pote 
tala the forma of overnmen and righ-wing haramment. 


7. Don’ ty to tough I out alone. Doa' let other fret aod slfer by 
(hemelves. Make ire that acviss who sreunder exreme sem getthe 
belpthey need Gomeone to talk with, et, therapy, ec). Ris rot hat 
‘webuild ruppor networks and tke exe of one another. 

8. Aboveall, donot et our movement be diverted from ther main goals. 
‘Our most powerful weapon against poical repression i efecve oF 
‘anlzing around the ed and sues which dec afet people's ives. 


‘The specific methods of cover action which we know the FBI and 
palice used in the 1960s are described below, under the categories of: 
‘G) nftetion by ages and informen: @) psychological waar fom 
the outside; (3) harassment through the legal syxem; and (0 extalegal 
force zed violence. The following recommendations for proecing 
against eich type of atack are meant to provide staring point for 
‘lscussion. They are based oa the author's 25 yeas of experience 25 an 
‘activist and lawyer, and on talks with longtime organizers rom abroad 
range of movements. By adapsng these guidelines to panicular condi 


‘ons and experimenting with new approaches, we can determine 
together how besto prot cur movements and ourselves, 


1 Infiltration by Agents and Informers 


Inflrators ave agers Caw enforcement officers disgused as 2¢- 
{tris o informers (non-agents, often paid by the goverment) who 
‘Work ina movement or community under the direction of law enfor- 
‘cement or lnteligence agency. Informers may be reerlted from within 
2 group oF seat in by an agency, oF they may be disaffected former 
‘members or supporters. They are generally untrained and hard forthe 
agency to contro, 

Inthe past, the FBI had to rely mainly on informers orloeal police 
{nftrates because ithad very few Black, Latin or female agents, 2nd is 
‘sei dress and grooming code left white ale sents unable to look Uke 
‘activists. As a modem “equal opportunity exployes,” today’s FBI has 
fewer such limitations. (AS of 1988, however, is gents were sl only 4 
percent Black, 4 percent Hispanic, and 9 percent female, and members 
‘of all zee groups had sued the Bureau because f exployment dis- 
‘crimination 

‘COINTELPRO documents and the confessions of former agents 
2nd informe indicate that whe some 1940s infitvatoes operated unde 
“deep cover,” dscredy spying for yeats without calling atention 19 
‘themselves, cches functioned as provocateur. These operatives Were 
directed to “seize every opporunay to carry out daruptve activity ce 
‘only at meetings, conventions, etc, but also during social and ether 
contact.“ They spread rumors act made unfounded sccussions 


prosecution” 
‘While individual agents and informers advanced COINTIRO 
cheese he med wn ha er prec se cc 
strategic function: it promoted a paranola that undermined tt 
Scivs ae scared ff potential mopporce Ths effect wai enitanced 
by covert spread ramon exagpersting the extent to ich a particular 
‘movemect oop was infin AS nese lent fhe FI as 


e etn ck 


es not the information furs by the spy that cals him 2 
prized Buress asc but he fac that he fs there: 8 coocealed bore 
Presence to instil fese.. 

TWsthis that account forthe curious dalam in American firs 
ton practice: while the ldentry ofthe individ informeriscoocealed, 
the fact thar tre ls a widespread cerwork of iforsers in the 
‘Avercan lefts widely publicized ™ 


‘The FBI often took advantage of the feat and dss generated 
‘by thls publi tohave its inflates claim that a dedicated activist was 


wanarnoue “ 
government apect. This maneuver—knownasplacnga“saltch Jacket” 
‘or "bad jacker” oa an actvit—serves 10 undermine the victim's elf 
tiveness and to draw attention away fom the actual agent I enertes 
‘confusion, fuels dsrust and paranoia, divers time and energy fren a 
_100p's politcal work, tums co-workers against one anothe, and has 
provoked expulsions and violence 

‘Under CODNTELPRO, snitch jackets were created in many ways, 
‘Ani-war acest Tom Hayden was jacketed through a earefully Or 
chested seis of news releases and newspaper aricles prepared by 
the FBI and “cooperative” reporters" Black Panter leader Hey New 
ton was falsely labelled an informer in FBI-compased anonymous eters 
supposedly from fellow prisoners in Calfomnia™ In ether operations, 
the FL arranged for police to release one member of a group that had 
‘been attested together oF to angle one out for special treatment, and 
then spread the mor that the beneictary had cooperated" The Senate 
Inseligence Comumee uncovered a pariculaly creative method, 


Inanother cas, a local police cfice was use to “jacket” the head of 
the Studeat Mobilisation Committee ut the Univerty of Sox 
‘Garon. The police office picked up two merrbers ofthe Commitee 
‘a the pres of iieriew'ng them areas. BY rear 
‘aeged sips, he had hs racbo operator call hie with the message 
‘eee egg i cae War yout conacrr Sl youbave 


‘The simplestand most widely used sitch ackettechnique cons 
of planuing fabecated evidence which implicates the target. The clase 
‘version ofthis approach is porrayed inthe movie"Matewan,*where the 
actual labor spy shows striking miners a bogus leer addressed tothe 
‘union organizer on the leterbead ofthe company’s detective aency.A 
‘more sophisticated modem variant relies on forged report from the 
target to a government agency. This method was employed ln 1X 
against SNCC leader Stokely Carmichael (Kwame Toure), along with a 
‘whispering campaign,” to “ag Carmichael witha CA label." 

‘The modem method proved espectally effective against 4 top 
‘ational oficial ofthe Commons Pary-USA, Wiliam Aersan, 11196, 
the Bureau simulated Abberson's handwriting and prepared & bogs 
Informer’ report from hin to his supposed consoling ant. An FU 
{nfitrator then plated the bogus repom ina carin which Allerton had, 
recerly been a passenger. When expert insisted thatthe writing w8, 
his, Albertson was expelled frm the Panty ln dgrace ™ 
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Guidelines for Coping with Infiltration 
1. Be careful t avold pushing a new or heslnnt member, or oe 
facing personal, financial, legal problems, to take sks beyood what 


2. Deal openly withthe form and content of what anyone says 30d, 

does, whether the person va suspected agent, has emotional problems, 

‘rs slmply a sincere bu nalve oF confused persoa new 1 the work. 
‘3, Eaablish a process through which anyone who suxpects an 


can doa great dea! to help group maintain is morale and forus while, 
at the same time, consolidating infomation and deciding bow to use It 
‘This plan works best when accompanied by group discussion of the 
danger of paranoia, so that everyone understands the reasons forfoliow 
{ng the established procedure. 

4. Take steps to ale other activists anytime an agent or ifoemer 
‘admits thelr ole oc you have a concrete and verted bass for cera 
‘knowledge. (ake sure you have not been taken aby aaitch jacket) 
‘Act immediately and use every availble means, including phoxoyraphs, 
lass, Wentfying vals, and a desertion of methods of operison. La 
the 1960n, some agents managed, even ater thei exposure in one 
‘community, 0 move on and tepet this performance i exer 

‘5. Be very cautious in atempting to expose a suspect, but 
uunadinited agentorinformet. he best approach depends onthe rsnre 


anyone who i not fully tused by everyone lnvaved: Ifthe stakes are 
high, don't be afraid to trust your lnttion. 

‘An open, public rpanization tying 0 reach out and involve new 
people faces a very diferent situation. Here, an atempted exposure 
aml enormous lk. The suspect may clam to be the vice of 
discrimination ad may falsely finger hs orber accusers as agents lathe 
[process activists may betummed against one another and lose the mutual 
trust and respect which is vial to any successful ganization. New 
‘members and potential recruits may be sured away. The group's 2tea- 


should carefully evaluate akematives to acempted exposute. The p= 


propriate response depends on the kind of agent or informer you think 
youare dealing with. 

‘A suspect who seems to play a passive, oreven a constrtive role 
‘nay sccredy be undermining a group's work or passing information to 
‘he FBI aed police. In ths skuaton, t often is most productive 10 
discreetly limit the suspect's opportunities whthout making your 
suspicions publ. Take steps to deny access to organizational finds, 
financtl records, malig ls, office equipment, planning and security 
‘comminces, discussions of illegal activity, and meetings that plan 
‘iil defense srategy.Go pobilc lf you later catch the person inthe 
221 (but nt merely with inriminating evidence which could have been. 
planted or forged). 

‘A different approach is required the suspect isan acive dsrupter 
‘x provocateur la this case, ts most constrctve to confront the form 
and content of what the suspect says and does, without making an issue 
(of why he or she says or docs i Start with a discret private talk, since 
{he suspect couldbe merely rave or misgkied Ifthe haraful behavior 
‘Penists, you probably will havetotake toninan open group discussion. 
Flan in advance how to limi the ruk of darupton and demonlizaton. 
1 you need to exclude or expel the suspect, be sure to inform other 
ctv of your decison and reasons. 


2 Psychological Warfare From the Outside 


‘While boring from within, the FB and police also atack dissident 
‘movements from the ouside. They openly mount propaganda cin 
‘paigns through public addrewes, news releases, bool, pamphlets, 
‘magazine ancl radio, and television. They also Use covert deception 
‘and manipulation. Documented tactics of his kind include: 

alse Media Stories: COINTELPRO documents expose frequent 
‘cotbasion hereon news media and the FBI to publish file 
tnd distorted material atthe Bureau's behest. The FBI routinely leaked 
‘derogatory information to is collaborators in the news medi I also 
‘created newspaper and magazine ances and television *documeny 
“anes” which the media knowingly orunknowingly caiedastheirawn, 


sight use then trouble.” 

‘One PBI media fabrication cisimed tha Jean Scher, white film 
star active in anticacist causes, was pregnant by a prominent Black 
leader The Bureau leaked the sory anonymously to columnist Joyee 


o ta cick 


‘The FB entunced the exe authentic ofthese fabrcasons by lacing 
them wih esetercpersoral abs ule rom electronic nuvelance et 
Pantherhomes and ofce. Combined wih oc forge sroxymous 
eters and phone call, and the cover iezervetion of Ft and police 
{nftators, the Mathews correspondence succeeded in iefaming lar 
amy mises and vale we it erpted ino the biter publ vp that 
Shattered the organo nthe wines of 171." 

‘Anoaymous Letiers and Telephove Calls During the 1960s, 
activists reeeved a steady fow of anonymous eter and phone eas 
‘which tam outta have been frm the FEL Some were unsiged, whle 
‘hers bore bogus names or puponed to come fom tnideniied 
activist in phony or acta rpaizauons 

Many of these bogus conunicasons promoted rca! divslons 
andfeas cent expoting nd exacerbag enslonsberween Jewish 
and Black acivss Ope such FB concoced eter wentoSDS member, 
‘ho had joined lack stadenes protesting New York Univer’ di 
‘hangs ofa Black teacher in 190, The opposed auther, 20 wanamed 
“SDS tember” urged whites to beak rank 4nd abandon the lack 
seadents because of alleped a-Si sr by the fired teacher sod 
isnupporers™ 

Other anonymous leer and phone calls alse acoused move 
‘ment leader of eolabortion withthe auboeses, conpton, of sel 
‘fas wih eer activist ates. The lee onthe nen page was Used 
to provoke "saing dru” berwcena Black chs ender ands 
‘wife. FBI authors hope tat is "concer over what odo about i 
‘would “deze from tte spect nthe pa od plans fis ania: 
ton" AsintheSeberg incident, tema sex was penisen theme. 
‘The usbandet one white worn active lnc gh ac ans war work 
fled for dvore oon afer rece the FB authored eter reproduced 
‘on page 9. 

Stil other anorymous FB comumunietons were deigned to 
intimidate decider, dre coaltions, nd provoke vcince Cal to 
Stokely Carmichaets mother waming of fictisous Blick Panter mur 
er plot drove him wo eave the coun in September 1968 Sena 
‘anonymous FB telephone threat SNOC leader umes Forman were 
instrament invari effort being the two frp Oper = 

‘The Chicago Fa made effecve we of snomyrous later 10 
sabougethe Panthers efforts tobuld allanees wih previo spliial 
lack tet gangs. The most exensive ofthese operons vated the 
lack P- Stone Nation, of Blackstone Ranger” = powerful confeder 
ton of several those lal Black youth. Ea in 199, a8 FEL and 
pple initestoes adhe Rangers spread rumors fa expending Paster 
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«stack, the Bureau sent Ranger hie Jef For aa incendiary note nlgned 
‘a black brother you dont Kow.* Fons supposed fend warned tht 
“The brohess that run the Panthers blame you for blocking their thing 
and there's supposed to bea it out for you." Another FB-concocted 
anonymous “black man* then informed Chicago Panther leader Pred 
ampton ofa Ranger plot" get you out ofthe way." These fabrications 
squelched promising alka berweenthetwo groupsand enabled Chicago 
Panther securty chief Willams O'Neal, an FLpald provocateur, to 
lestgate aseries of armed coctroctations roca wblchthe Panthers barely 


from thir pares, chien, spouses, nds, employe, collage 
insists church peony, welfare genes et bre, Pl 
‘Bele. Anonymous ten aod ilephone cals were ofen ood this 
‘ot Content oficial comminicons were effective ng 
‘earth Burns's immene power and autho” 

“Asse reports nde hat nich Fl teterventon deed Marin 
user King. Js and athe 1960s acs any numb of fondo 
‘pans and pb peaking engagements ao depo tematve 
‘ewspapes of th pnts, opps, and datrbtis sd eos thon 


2 mec 
<rucal adverising revenves when major record companies were pe 
suaded to take their business elsewhere.” Similar goverment 
‘manipulation may undedie steps receally taken by some Insurance 
‘companies 10 cancel policies held by churches ging sanctuary 12 
‘refugees from El Salvador and Guatemals, 

‘Tampering With Mall and Teiephone Service: The FBlsnCIA 
routinely used mall covers the reconting of rames sod addreses) and 
electronic surveillance in onder to spy on 1960s movements. The CA 
alone admited to photographing the ouside of 27 milion pieces of 
first-class mail during the 1960s ad to opening almost 215,000, Govern- 
‘ment agencies also tampered with mall ering. delaying. or"dsappear- 
lag it. Activists were quick to blame one another and flats easly 
‘exploited the ssation 1 exacerbate thei tensions. 


Til ancayinous eri waar a wks wacan avs TS 
were 
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FULFrons 


CCONSTELPRO document reves that mb f 19605 pice groups 
and peojecs were acualy setup and operaiedby the FI.” Ove, "Grupo 


‘Stace PB fron groups are basicaly a means for penetatlag and spt 
ag dasdess movemes ts best to deal with them onthe buss ofthe 
Guidelines foe Coping with lftton, Confront what a suspet group 
say and does, but avoid pblle accusations unless you have deflate 
‘rool you do have much proof, share it with everyone aleted. 


Dissident’ telephone communications often were similarly 
‘bscracted. The $05 Regional Ofie in Washingzon, D.C. for instance, 
‘mjteriously fot phone senace the week preceding virtually every 
‘ational anti-war demonstration inthe late 19608 " 

Disinformation to Prevent or Disrupt Movement Meetings 
‘and Activites: A favorite COINTELPRO tacic uncovered by Senate 
lavesigatn was to advenie a non-existent polsical event off msi 
form people ofthe time and place of an acual one, They reported 4 
variry of disupave FB “diny ticks" designed to cast Blame on the 
organizes of movement evens. 


Inne diaformaton” case the [FBT CicagoFel4Ofice dup: 
‘cated blank forms prepared by the Naceal Mobllzation Comics 
to End the War ia Vietnam CNMC*) soliciting housing for 
‘demonstrates atthe Democratic National Convention Cage filed 
‘Out 217 ofthese forms wits ceious names and addresscs and cc 
‘them othe NMC, which provided them to demonstration who made 
“oog and rele Journeys to fcate these addresses” The NMC then 
eciedioducad alrepliesrecevedonthebouwsingfomnsrather han 
Ihave outoldown Gemonsiator 7 to loose nner adresses, 
(Ce same progam was cried out when the Washinjzon Mable: 
‘oa Commitee dst ouing forms for Geman coming, 
{9 Washingion forthe 1969 Presiden naugeral ceremonies) 


demonstration planning 
‘wel a conflicting tines and dates for wavelng 19 Washagon 


Guldelines for Coping with Psychological Warfare 

1. Very and doublecheckall agement for hous. arspoe: 
‘avon, meeting rooms and so forth. Don tasnume movement panies 
are atau fsomedng goes wrong, 

2 Dont believe everthing You heat or ead. Check withthe 
supposed source ofthe Information befor acing on Use 3 esta 
third pany W necessary. Penton communion among exranged 
cv, however dificult or painful, could have countered ay FDL 
‘Operations which proved effective inthe 108. 

3. When you dicover bogus mater, flte media sexes, of 
forged documents, publicly disvow them and expose the te sus, 
inser ssyoucan 

4. When you beara negative, eonfuing or potentially haf 
rumor, dot pass on nstead, ics i with eed end oe with 
the people lt your group Who are responsible for desing with wach 
races 

'. Don't gossip about penal tensions, rates, and disagree: 
ments. This jus ees and amplifies rumors Moreover, you gop 
‘were you ci be overt, You may add to the pool of information 
thatthe PB and police use to divide our movement cee that the CIA 
asthe technology o read mall without pening Kand hat elephooes, 
lnctding pay phooes, can be tapped by a computer programmed 1 
record cocvertins in which speed wor peas) 

6 Be ure to make time in group mecings for open, honest 
‘dscusion and resolution of "penons as wel 38 -plia unsen Tis 
ithe bet wy eee eon anders al hug OD 
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‘7. Wam your parents, fends, neighboo, and others who may be 
‘contacted by goverment agen. Consider tcling them what yo! are 
<dolng and why before they heat the FA's wenion. Provide them with 
‘materials which explain their legal righ and the dangers of taking with 
‘the FB, Offer to connect them with eyers and support groups. 


3. Harassment Through the Legal System 

Assigned official esponsibty frinvestgatingerimes, the FIN and 
police abuse their authority in ordertoatack radical activists, Inthe guise 
(Of law enforcement they wed a range of tactics to dacredit and disuye 
1960s movements. 

‘Conspicuous Surveillance: The FBI and police blatantly 
waiched sess’ homes, followed their cars, opened their mad, and 
aatcnded their political events. The object was not to collet information 
(whlch is done surrepetiousy), but to harass and intimidate ™* 

“lavestigaive” Interviews: Fil ages often exacted dams 
Lng ieformasoe tro scuviss who didnot know tei legal gba o refuse 
tospeak or who thought they could outsmart the FBI. But the purpoue 
‘of supposed iavestgative interviews was actually far broader. They 
provided powerful means of intimidation, scaring of potential activists 
aod deving away those whohad already become involved. Orchestrated 
‘campaigns of eterviews were wed 10 create a climate of fear oo, 
‘dissidents and their supporters. COINTELPRO directives advised 
‘widespread isterviewing of aciviss and ther friends, relatives, and 
_asocises to “enhance the paranola endemic in these cucles" and “get 
the point across that there isan FBI agent behind every mailbox." 

Grand Jaries:Uniike an Fl requeso alk, a grand jury subpoena 
‘aries legal penalties for non cooperation. Those who refuse to testy, 
[cexpce ima from vet use ofthat testimony against them, can Be 
Jailed for contempt of coun and may fae criminal charges. (Such lined 
enmity sil allows use of a witness's testimony against other acts 
land even to obsain other evidence against the testifying wins. It 
‘enables prosecutors to get around the Pith Amendment eyht aust 
‘compulsory selincrimination) 

‘This process has been manipulated to nim the grind jury into an 
{nstrument of political represion Frasrated by the consitent refusal of 
tial juries to convict on charges of oventy politcal crimes, the FB and 
the US. Justice Deparment convened over 100 grand juries inthe late 
1960s and subpoenaed more than 1,000 acti from the Black, Puerto 
‘ican, sudent, women's and anti-war movements” Pursuit of foptives 
and alleged terrorists wat the usual pretext Many tarts were soterfed 
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that they dropped out of poliical acvry. Others were led for coo- 
temps of coun without any criminal charge or tra. Ths use of the 
contempt power is 2 scaled-down version of the polical internment 
“employed in South Aca and Norther lela. 

Discriminatory Enforcement of Tax Laws and Other 
Government Regulations: The FUL amanged for special, meticulous 
audi of tax retums fled by disident acuviss and organizations. It 
‘worked with the Intemal Revenue Service to deny cr revoke the UX-<x- 
‘empt sarus of educational, charitable, and religious organizations tht 
{awfully aided progressive causes.” 

“The FBI and police similarly aranged for local authorties 10 
selectively enforce balding codes, heath regulations and zoning laws 
{in onde o fine or abut down akematveinatiutions uch as chill care 
‘centers, medical links, and the Gl clfechouses that moverncel groups 
‘an ear major U.S. miliary bases. They wreaked havoc with thellcenses, 
Of progressive lawyers, doctors, and other professionals, When 19605, 
activists had to show identification (e.g, upon entering a courroom to 
‘Wiiness a poliical ula, they could expect to be jailed if they had let 
parking ices or other minor fines unpaid.™ 

False Arrests COINTELPRO directives ete 28 exemplary the 
Philadelphia FBI's 1967 success in having local militants “arrested on 
‘every possible charge until they could no longer make ball” and “spent 
‘ox ofthe summer inja*™ FB agents across the country were advised 
thatslocethe “purpose. ..stodarup,.tslmmatenia whether facsexist 
to substantiate the charge Accordingly, acuvist were repeatedly 
acres on finsy charges which were dropped long before ta. 

‘This technique was paniculaly effective in darupung movement 
sctvites. Steet seller of undengound newspapers were routinely 
rounded up when thelr paper was about to come out.” Tn ane case, 
(Chicago Panther leader Fred Hampton was arrested in a lea television, 
studio as he was about 10 appear on a popular tlk show, and then 
‘leased when the program ended."* The Black Panthers were it with, 
768 arrests berween May 1967 and December 1969 alone" 

Political Trials: While many of the 1960s actives who were 
rounded up in this manner were quicldy released, others faced fll. 
‘blown prosecution. Among those tied for alleged eximes were: De, 
Benjamin Spock, Rev. Willam Sloane Coffin, and other advocates and 
‘organizers of draft resistance; Fathers Daniel and Philip Bergan and 
{heit Catholic pacifist compatriots; leaders ofthe 1968 Democratic Panty 
‘Convention protests (te “Chicago 8 Conspiracy Tia); national SNOC 
‘hair H. Rap Brown; and prominent Black communist professor and 
‘acuviat Angela Davis. By the summer of 1969, the surviving nora 


6 eink 


prisoned and non-exled national ofces of the Black Panther Pasty 
‘were on tal along withthe leaders of key Panther chapters in New Ver 
(Cy, Los Angeles, and New Haven? 

In cave after cae, the govemments political mative, fabicated 
‘evidence, and perjured iesimony were expased and the defendants 


demoralize” dissident movement, “even f actual prosecution is ot 
‘cesifl as fr as convictions are concemed = 

In most cass, the intial horfyng criminal charges (wach a8 an) 
alleged Panher plot to bomb crowded New York Cky department 
stores) received far more publicity than the eventual acquitals. The cost 
‘of lzwyen, investiga, transis, depositions, expert witnesses, ad 
‘other requistes of effective euminal defense proved saggering Mallon 
‘of dollars more had to be rls for ba bonds, reported $4,990,580 by 
the Panshersslone during the period between May 1967 and December 
1969." Those defendunts who could not make bai, mainly Blacks 
Latinos, were removed fom thet comeunites and jaded or months aod. 
even years. hough polieal als semcunes provided a wseful focus for 
public education, their main effect was to slander progresive move 
‘ments, drain thei resources, and cause acvsts to “bum out in defen 
sve efforts that left te ue or energy for onanixing around lsucs 
‘which affect ordinary people's ives. 

‘Wrongful Imprisonment: Though most 1960s activists tied on 
political changes were eventually acquited, many were convicted and 
limpdlsoned. Some were sexply framed, suchas Black anarchist Marin 
Sostre, sentenced t 301041 years for allegedly seling narcotics from 
his radical bookstore In Buffalo, New York. Oxbers, including Bick 
Panther founder Huey Newion and Cleveland Black miant Abmed 
‘Evans, were lured ito armed selfcdefense for which they (out ox thet 
assailint) were convicted aftr rigged nals 

‘Sul other 1960s activists were vicims ofthe selective enforcement 
‘of laws routinely ignored throughout US. society. Lee Oxs Johnson, 4 
'SNOC organizer in Texas, received a 30-year sentence for allegedly 
patsing 2 tingle joint of manjuana to an undercover agent™ John 
Sinclar, leader of Detroi’s White Panther Party and edie of sever! 
sherative newspapers, was sentenced to ten Years ia 3 maximum 
secur piso for possessing to fonts 

Years ater, the tals of imprisoned COINTELPRO tapes: were 
eviewedby the word human tights erganiaion Amnesty Intemational 
“Ames ound oficial suse to beso pervasive sed egregious ia these 
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‘cases as 10 cst serious doubt ca all the resuking convictions. It called 
for an offical “commision of inquiry ino the effect of domestic Intel- 
ligence acvities on criminal tials inthe United Sates of America." 
“Manipulation of Probation and Parole: Pariculary vulnerable 
‘were 1960s activists with pre-movement criminal records. Ouspoken 
evolutionary prisoners such as George Jackson were repeatedly tumed, 
down by parole boards that had long since released inmates with 
records Fidrdge Cleaver, national Panther official and 
1968 US. presidential candidate ofthe Peace and Freedom Pany, had 
his parle revoked because of criminal charges semiming from an Apri 
1968 incident in which group of Parshers Were ambushed by Oakland, 
(Calformia police." Cleavers consequent exe, fearing he would be 
‘murdered in prison, st the sage forthe COINTELPRO operaons that 
‘eventually shanered de pany. 


Guidelines for Coping with Harassment Torough 
the Legal System 

1. Doo’ talk to the FBI, and don't Jet them In without a 
‘warrant. Keep careful records of what they say and do. Tell ober that 
they came. (For more detaled advice snd information, see the box on 
page 58) 

2. fanactvist does talk, ormakes some other honest error, expan 
‘he serous harm tha could result Be fia, but donot ntracize a acer 
Pence who alips up. lolation only weakens a person's ability to resist, 
Tecan dive someone out ofthe movernent and even ito the hands of 
the police. 


“4. Organizations listed inthe back can also help resis grand pry 
harassment Community education is important, along with child eae 
and legal, financial, andthe suppor for those who potecta movement 
by refusing to dtuige infomation. Ifa respected activists subpoenaed 
‘for obviously poliscal reasons, consider ying to arange for sincuary 
ina local church or synagogue. 


Af the FI Drops By, JUST SAY NO! 


1. You donot have to tatkto Ft agents, police oF other vest. 
store You donot have to ako ther nour house, on he set 
Youve been ameter evennll Only acourtorgand}ury hase 
Bihoay to compel testinony. 
2.Yoe don'thave tole the Por police into your home or ofice 
Salese they show you an ares or search warrant wich 3 
‘es them ener at specie place, 
3. If ty do present a warrant, You do not have to tll the=a 
‘aything other thaa your name and address You bave 6% 
Shierewhuley co. Make writen cies eccinge ages as, 
Spency, snd badge numbers. Try to have other people present 33 
‘wines, and have them make wren note to. 
4. Anything you say to an FH agent or other lnw enforcement 
‘ficer may be used pains you td oer people 
‘5. Giving the 7 oF police Information aay ean that you wit 
Ihave to testy tothe ame lnformatdon a2 Ul or tore» pao 
fur 
6. tying oan Mat agent or other federal laventigatoe a a crime. 
7.The best advice the FB or police try to question you orto 
fate you homeo fe whut warrant i JUST SAY NO. 
ra 2b oo, ad they ae high sled a 
‘Doutten avery ky, Youcan herring bares 
{nt 0f formation can be them burt you or someone eh 
{8 The Bor police may threaten you with grand jury msbpocas 
IF you doa’ give hem Information Dot you may per ca ay 
atand sng ye bert then wb eb for oe 
‘eae quexioning ude oath i you do gets ben, you ght 
beable eight it wth hep from groups ted eo page 92) 
They may ty threaten 0 lade you by presndng 
hhaventoemation about you "Fe kzow wit you ave been Gong, 
‘wt lfyou cooperate willbe all ight" Ifyou are concemed abouts, 
{elthemn you wl other wih your myer presen 
10.tfyousre nervous about simply refusing to talk youmay fad 
Wt easter to tll tem to contact Your lnwyer. Once lawyer 
lavotve, the FB and police unaly pullback sce they ave tthe 
powerioinlinidte Quake srangemena woh syopatte lle 
Yetrandleteveryone know tar apens who vs bem an be refered 
fe tse ie: Orato ed pgs 92cm Dap me 
ye 
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‘5. Ifyour group engagesin Gil disobedience or finds self under 
intense police pressure, star a bail fund, tain some members to deal 
‘with the legal system, and develop an ongoing elaonship with ympa- 
hese local lawyers 

6.1f you ancipae arrest, do not cany address books or any other 
‘materials which could help the FBI and police. 

‘7. While the FBI and police are enuirly capable of fabricating 
‘criminal charges, your non-poliical law violations make i easer for 
them to set you up, Be careful with drugs, tax reruns, trafic ckets, and. 
$0 forth. The point is not wo get paranoid, but 10 make a realistic 
assessment based on your visbiy ad other relevant ercumstances, 

‘8. When an activist has to appear in cour, make sure he or be is 
‘notalone. The presence of supporters is croc! for morale and can elp 
{influence jurors. 

‘9. Don't neglect jailed activists. Organize visits, comespondence, 
books, food packages, child care, etc. Keep publicizing ther cases. 

10, Publicize FBI and police abuses through sympathetic jourmal- 
‘se and your own media (posters, leaflets, public acces cable television, 

+ ee). Don tet the goverment and corporate media be the only ones 19 
shape public perceptions of FBI and potce stacks on politcal activists, 


tn ery Caf nthe ate 1960, acs wed whites, nu 
‘taken, and spodghe to ward ef FA ad pie tarswnest Whe 
lbw exforement penonoel entered an aca, the fit pesca spot 
them woul al ther sci inthe iy. Soon datens of people 
‘were fathered around the Intuder, blowing loud wiles, slang 
‘gti on then, and demanding that te leave. The effec wast 
sidoulethe Ti ad police and undermine es sues mye 
‘tvs ad fu in the process, and aed a sense of thet cect 
power 


4, Extralegal Force and Violence 


A late 1960s COINTELPRO communique urged that “The Negro 
‘youth and modentes must be made to understund that they succumb 


Government lnstigation of “Private” Violence: FI records 
‘reveal covert maneuvers to get the Mafia to move against Black acvst- 
‘comedian Dick Gregory and the entire leadership of the Communist 
Pary-USA Operation Hoodwink")" The Buresi ali used inflkrators, 
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forgeries, and anonymous notes and telephone calls to ince violent 
rival to attack Malcolm X, the Black Panther Pary, snd other tages. 
‘One COINTELPRO report boasted that “shootings, beatings and a high 
degree of unrest continue to preval in the gheno area. is fe that a 
substandal amount of the unrest is dseey annbuable to this pro- 

“Togoad the right-wing Jewish Defense League QDD incoanacking 
the Panthers, the New York FBI invented a Black Wodd Warll vere 
‘who wrote anonymously to JDL head Rabbi Mei Kahane. The FB! GI" 
told Kahane a heart-rending story of how he came t respect Jews when 
"a Jewish Army Dr, named Rothstein” saved his life and a Jewish teacher, 
‘Me. Kat,” helped him in school. te complained that his oldest son had 
stared calling him “a Jew boy's slave" afer Joining the Panthers. Ina 
progression of letters, Kahane's phony pen pal waned more and more 
Lrgently of Panther plans to exton money from Jewish merchants aod 
bomb Jewish tres, The Fi then sat back and watched Blacks and Jews 
sug toutonthe sreets of Hatem confirming each group's worst far.” 

‘Covert Government Aid to Right-Wing Vigilantes: nthe use 
‘of using COINTELPRO against “white hate groups.” the FBI actually 
subsidized, armed, directed, and protected a sordid array of racist, 
right-wing thugs. One such group, a “Secret Army Organization" of 
Clifomia ex-Minutemen led by FB operative Howard Godirey, beat up 
CChicano activists, tore apar the olies ofthe San Diego Sit Journal 
andthe Movement fora Democratic Mary, and tiedto killa prominent 
sni-war organizer Defects from the Legion of Justice, 2 Chicago- 
based vigilante band that wrecked movement bookstores, newspaper 
ices, and flim dios, testified that they had been secredy armed and 
Minanced by the US Army/s 113th Milay ltelligence Group and that 
thele targets had been selected by the Chicago Police Department red 
squad 

“The FUs main right-wing beneficiary was the Ku Klux Klan. tn 
1961, the FBI supplied the advance infomation that enabled the Klan to 
brutlize fredom riders as they artived in various Southem ces. PBL 
‘operative Gary Thomas Rowe shot one of the guns when the KKK 
murdered efi rights worker Viola Lio in 1963. He helped plan the 
bombing that took the lives of four Black children at a Birmingham, 
Alabama, church that same year. By 1965, some 20 percent of Kian, 
‘members were on the FBI payroll Many occupied postions of power 
"FBI agents reached leadership postions In seven of the fourteen Klan 
sroupsacross the country, headed one sate Klan organization and even 
created a splinter Klan group which grew to nearly wo hundred mem- 
oan 


Government Burglaries and Vandalism: Foner agents con 
‘essed to thousands of “black bag jobs" in which the FBI broke into 
sidenes' offices, homes, and cars. Some of these burglaries were 
‘camied out stealthy, to copy records, steal papers, sabotage machinery, 
‘or plant bogs, drugs, or guns, without the targets’ knowledge. In one 
‘operation, PBI agents Broke ia to steal the personal diary ofa member 
(of te Progresive Labor Pany, forged enti to se up a snitch jacket, 
ad thea broke in again to plant the incriminating evidence." 

‘Many other bag obs wer blatantly crude, designed to intimidate 
scuvits and their suppocen. Govemment inflaton ter adaited 
‘numerous other acs of vandalism, ranging from broken windows to 
fire bombings” Laze 1960s FBI and police rads laid waste to undes- 
‘ground pres offices acrousthe country. Historian Robert Goldstein has 
[Provided an accourt of silat raids on the offices ofthe Black Panther 
Pany 


e Ben cick 
Police mlds frequent involved severe dansge to Panter bead- 


‘quan, Thus, during a raid at Sacramento in June, 190), sear of 
ta lege niger wt was eve od pee pnyed ea 


suret, placed agaist a wall and szipped as Police Chief Prank Rizzo 
boustedto newsmen, "Imagine the big Black Pacers wi their pasta 


Government Assaults, Beatings, and Killings: Under the guise 
of enforcing the law, FBI ageets and police offices rournely roughed 
‘bp 1960s activiss and ofen threatened or injured them The coordinator 
ofthe PEN American Centers Freedom to Wate Comminee recorded the 
experience of one altemative newspaper: 


‘Rude prouced fica, Manni served» map opis 
i ea the ey et lc a Te 
acy ee pape ad tales canbe pd by ef a 

ina larry age, 


And pportersof Kudsu were stacked nd besten 


Sina violence was use to disperse 1960s demonstrations, with 
provocative acts by undercover agens offen providing a comenient 
etext. Southem police atacks on civil rights worker inthe etly 19605 
hhave been widely publicized, most recently ia the documentary fin 
“Byes onthe Prize." Contrary tothe impresion promcted by the media, 
however, 19608 police brusaley against polaical protesters was not 
limited to anyone perlod or region. As progressive moment warped 
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{nthe final years ofthe decade, “Souther justice” spread throughout the 
‘country. Unarmed demonstrators were attacked by police and national 
‘guardsmen in Ohio (Rent Sate), Kansas, Wisconsin inals, New York, 
(Catfomis, and Puerto Rico s wel as Mississippi Gackson State) and 
North Carolina (Orangeburg). Thousands were beaten and Injured, 
‘Mundreds were wounded and hospitalized Atleast 17 wer killed” 

Polidcal Assassinations While activists from all walks of le 
‘were randomly beaten and killed by police and guardsmen, Black 
leaders tagpeted under COINTELPRO faced “neutralization” through 
‘premeditated murder. In Houston, Texas, in July 1970, police assassi- 
‘ated Cart Hampton, Black leader of that city's burgeoning Peoples 
Pamy.™ tn Oaklind, Califomia, in April 1968, Bobby Hutton, national 
‘nance minister of the Black Panther Pany, was gunned down as be 
‘emerged unarmed, hands held high, from the police ambush which 
drove Eévge Craver into exde.™ In Chicago, in December 1969, the 
FBI, police, and state's atorey joined forcesinthe cold blooded murder 
(of tins Black Panther Pay chaleman Fred Hampeoo." 

‘The murder of Fred Hampton was especially pivot. Hampton was 
1 charismatic leader who developed a broad following In the lack 
‘community and organized the fst multi-racial “rainbow coaltion.* In 
the Inte fall of 1969, be agreed to take the reins of the natonal purty 
‘organization afer it Intl leaders were jalled or force into exile, At 
‘that pois, having falled in eff to pet Hampton ubbed out by local 
sereet gangs, the FB amanged to have the job done bya specal squad 
‘of police asigned to the sates szomney's office. 

‘The Bureau provided a detaled Noorplan of Hampton's home 
rmatked 19 show where Hampina slept, I paid informer, Willan 


‘rough the night. As the Panthers 
slept, O'Neal slipped outand a man hitaquad armed with automate 
‘weapons crashed into Hampton's home and pumped in over 200 rounds 
‘of ammunition. When thelr fire subeded, Hampton and Mark Clark lay 
‘dead and seven other Panther were wounded. 

‘The lncident was subsequently Investigated by a bluesibbon 
‘chzens' commission and ligated at length inthe federal cours, Despite 
‘an elaborate law enforcement cover-up, Hampton's death was founi10 
bbe the result not of a shootout, 2s caimed by the authorities, but of 
‘carefully orchestrated, Vietam-syle “search and destroy" mission. 
“The feral and local governments had 19 pay $18 milion in damages 
tthe parents and survivon. 

‘These thoroughly documented findings, viewed in the context of 
‘the whole history of COINTELPRO, lend credence tothe widely held, 
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‘enduring suspicion that the FBI oe CIA were also behind the assassina- 
tion ofthe two most progressive US. leaders ofthe decade, 
‘Malcolm X and Martin ther King, Je 


Guidelines for Coping with Extralegal Force and 
Violence: 


1. Esablih security procedures appropriate to your groups level 
of aciviryand discuss them thoroughly with everyone involved. Coot! 
accesso keys, es, enerhad, funds, nancial records, mailing Use. 
2. Keep dupliates of valuable Cocumenss, records, es, computer 
disks, ec. n'a safe place separate from your home or office. 
'3 Remember that cas ae exuly broken nto (especially tna) 
and that ash ean easy be rfled and searched. 


Upon hearing of ret Hampeon's murder, he Blick Panthers in Los 
‘Angele forfed thet ofices ad organized a communications network 
toler the commun and news media athe event of raid When the 
police id tempt an armed asa four days ate, te Panthers were 
leo bold off the tack ut rp come and mecha presence 
‘rabled them to lerve the office wbout serious cases” Salat 
repro can help ter ovpso eal wi expec hog. OF 


4. Make a public usue of any form of erode harassment. Contact 
your congressperion. Call the eka. Demonstrate at yout lal FI, 
police, or right wing organization's office. Tunthe atack into an oppor. 
Lunt for explaining how dome even aon tester frat 

5 ep cach records of relia, thf, bomb tres, ds, 
brutliy, conspicuous survedlance, and other harassment They wil 
help you to dscem paners and o prepare epors and textinoay. 

6. Share this information and your expeiences combating rich 
sacks withthe Movement Suppor Nerwork and other groups which 
document and analyze repression and resistance countrywide. (See 
‘source groups ling la back of book) 

7. Ifyou experience or anccpat intense harassment, develop 
‘contingency plans and an emergency telephone nerwodk #0 YOU can 
rapldly moblize community suppor and media atention. Consider 
betterlocks, window bar, alam systems, proof locked cabinets, 
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{8 Be sure that some members are well rained i fist ald. Keep 
medical supplies uptodate and know how to contact sympathetic 
doctors and nurses and get to the nearest howpital. 

9. Make sure your group designates and prepares other members 
to epin f leaders ar aled or otherwise incapacitated. The more each 
‘parcipan is able to think for here or himself and take responsibility, 
‘the preser the group's expaciy to cope with crises. 


‘+ Exposing Domestic Covert Action 2s 
‘Undemocratic and a Form of Terrorism. 


To bull strong movements for social justice, I is essential that 
activists study and discuss the methods of covert action and prepare {0 
‘eal with them. Since such attacks depend on secrecy, isalso important 
that they be exposed to the widest posible audience. The bare facts 
shouldbe suficient 1 outrage most people. People will gain a deeper 
lundentanding of the functions and impact of domestic covet action, 
and be bener able 10 resist, if we also address the excuses that 
[povemment officals offer when their candestine operations ate fe- 
vealed 


‘When COINTELPRO was fist uncovered, the FBI and the US. 
Jossice Deparment claimed it was needed to prevent violence and to 
‘defend the “national securty” agains toaliarian subversion. Caught 
‘running similar operations inthe 1980s, they ced the threat of terror- 
‘se.* We will se, however, hat Gomesic covert action doesnot protect 
‘against any of tis. actualy does the opponse It subverts democracy 
land promotes violence and terrors. 

‘The ofl excuses for COINTELPRO were tly rejected by the 
Senate Inteligence Commitee. The Comeiice found that the program 
‘id not combat violence, espionage, or sabotage. Its real purpose was 
‘maintaining the exiting socal and pola order." 

‘The senatoms dismissed the proffered goal of “protecting national 
secur” a8 applying a most o operations against the Communist Pay, 
‘They found thatthe other urges of domesic covert action have been 
homegrown radicals not even arguably under the coatrl ofan enemy 
Roverment or organization ™ 

In recent years, as word polis have become more mult-polar, 
the pretext of national security has largely given way tothe new excuse 
tht covert action ls needed to combat Intemational terrorism. The 
politcal bias of this concepts transparent from is application only 10 
‘ups soch as CISPES, that back foreign movements governments 
‘tt the curent administration opposes. The concepts never applied to 
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the domestic financiers and publicists for the US. dlent sates and 
CCta-created cootras and other phony “reedom fightes” who together 
account for so much ofthe word's posal violence. 

‘Much of what the US. goverment has cited a8 intemational 
terrorism, sich asthe “Libyan hit squads” ofthe early 19805, rams out 
bbe pure hoax. What remains ae largely liberation movements like the 
‘Aican National Congress (ANC) in South affica and the FMLN in El 
Salvador. These movements took up arms when miliary repression 
(hen dreced ex supporedby the Unted Sates) nade peaceful change 
Impossible. The legismacy of smed sruggle unde soch conditions has 
repeatedly been recognized in offical Usted Nations resolutions which 
are binding on the US. government 282 matter of ternational law.” 
Public endorsement and humanitarun aid in support of any politcal 
‘movement, within or outside of our borders, has always been a funda 
‘mental democratic right. Thata particular administration in Washington 
sanders such a movement a8 “erorst” does not ent to obstruct o¢ 
sabotage constitutionally protected actty on that movement's behalf 

‘Equally preposterous as a jstification for domestic covert action 
1s the officiat pretense that helps to prevent Violence and terrorism 
‘within the Untied States. Under COINTELPRO, the FBI condoned and 
supponed the racist violence of the Ku Klux Kian, the Secret Anny 
fr coretine marys nap ye oboe et 

refecied congressional requex that i investigate nationwide political 
‘bombings of abortion cincs. Instead, the Baresu “prevents violence” by 
moving against radical pacifuts such a8 Martin Luther King, Je. and 
‘Marykeoll Sisters 

‘The record shows thatthe vast majorty ofthe tagets of domestic 
‘covert action have engages only in peaceful protest. They do no hart 
‘to anyone's health or safety. The only danger they pose is tothe status 
‘quo. Their only weapon is the power of their words and the threat of 
thele good example. 

Rather than preventing violence, domestic covert action has 
actually servedto promote it Much of the violence in which US. radicals 
‘have become involved tums out to have been the responsibilty of the 
FBI or police. A great deal was directly initiated, instigated, incited, or 
‘provoked by infilrators or through other cover operations. Much ofthe 
Fest has been a response to government repression. 

‘The 1960s radicals who eventually threw rocks, trashed offices, 
‘bombed buildings, o shot at policemen stared out in peaceful effors 
to change public policy and create humane alsematves. Ie wat the 
oscmment that drove them to more drasic action and made 
seem the only way lftto effec change. The movie "The Warat Home” 
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“The federal goerement 
has come up with oven 
sex 40 qurenwre 
political ccnwnsas: 


exgpnations, etre 
laxdonziag offices, 
etre 
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shows bow a 198s pacifist des, Carton Armstrong caret bob 
bn Army research entra had wines nd enced repeated 
bral Besings doing noo volent pte that seemed to have no 
fcpact on US. pokey twa Viena. The acs who formed the 
‘Weather Underground Organization ao had rou in seh war and cl 
‘Fights work which came under government attack. 

_Assata Shakur's autobiography, Assata,"™ traces her similar evolu- 
ton fem working in FBtugeed Black Parther cad care cete 30, 
heath eins othe lak eration Amy. Hemi nisms at 
Pater Nstory. Wl the Black Panter Pay sbeay ood for armed 
selfefense ada few Panther menvwere prove macho poxtrng nd 
indvidal acs viclenc, the party ado progamct aed realision 
daring fin fur years, That plcy was nat adopted wl ate 1970.1 
‘ote n dec and belted esponse fo year of ico sed FI 3k 
Price atack onthe Panthers and the Black come 

"Whe ety aplynat ts own massive ame forest ensh oppor 
stion novemeres at home andsboad the US. poverment has anes 
_vered to discredit the legitimate use of force by those who have no other 
‘Way to resist Renocide and fight for freedom. It has colluded with the 
tar media 2nd he academe exabuhers 19 cove op ec ir 
lence and provocation while promesing eaggeraed and fbicted 
crore which ame uovernnt mean aeons Ths 
ands sca up dsisentfor Distant repression sod boc hem fe 
te suppor ty nee to withstand 

‘Domenic covert acon thi provides pretext st wellat vehicle 
foe lent goverment tacks on progesive owemen Taking io 
sccourt th pola beatings, shotngy, and vandal byte FL and 
police, thei alto right-wing viglanes, thee provost and lace 
‘ent of ral asa on atv, ad te ought ssaanaion of 
tmowemce leader, these goverment agencies ar fa a way the 
mary source of poltical violence inthe United Stes. is ey who 
Syrsematily and agressive inl the we of fread inion 
foc placa ends. Under the gs of combating teres, te FL and 
pote are—inths fundamental ense—the real teres 

“Toe goverment secret Ue f force and fod to cut pica 
opposition antiheteal to any accepted concep demorcy Inthe 
‘are of protecting ou indumenal freedoms the Fant pce have 
infact mde them. Tey have ken the wes ther own tds 
[nih daidet speech nd anodaton witches semblanc of 
doe proces. By ating covet, they fave insisted hemectes foe 
Sy penne democrat ecountaby 
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Most people the United States rightly condemn the secret police 
(chen tained and financed by our governmend who terrorize dissident 
‘moverents inmany other coseries. Applying the same sandards tothe 
PBI and ks alles tn and out of government, it is hard to escape the 
‘conclusion that the slsation is ot all that diferent bere at home, 
‘especially for people of color, The FBI and its associates together 
perform athe lassc functions ofa secretpolice" They may ave been 
‘Somewhat restrained inthe post World War I era of economic abun 
‘ance and relazve ideological consensus, but even then they interro- 
‘gated, denned, slandered, led, vandalized, torured, maimed, and 
{eled. What would they doifmilionsof people demanded basicchange? 
Inthe United Stes today, sthe political police, notte radical acuvsts, 
‘who pose the threat to democracy sod the danger to law and order. 


+ Publicly Opposing the Government's 
Continued Use of Domestic Covert Action 


Having exposed domestic covert action as undemocratic and ter 
‘ror, tmay alsobe useful when the energy and resources are available, 
toengage in public political activity aguinst its continued use. Akhough 
‘Public opposition will ot be able to eliminate cover repression wat 
‘We win more systemic change, it can place some limi on what the 
‘pole police do, and can ‘weaken somewhat their ability 00 do K. 
‘Greative msckzaking and onjanizing can put the FBI and police on the 
‘defensive and undermine thelr morale and legitimacy. may lead some 
‘operationsto be abandoned and some operivesta defect. Italo serves 
10 deepen popular understanding ofthe US political sytem and reln- 
force scxvits' awareness of domestic cover action. The following 
section discusses various approaches t0 organizing against the 
govemment's continued use of such action. 

1 lavestigative research Is crucial if we are to monitor and 
document the homefront operations of the FEL, CLA, miliary ineli- 
‘pence, sate and local police, “private sector” cops, and right-wing 
‘Siglantes Keep in touch with malonal groups that do this work (eee 
listing in the back ofthis bool). Get thei materials and let them know 
‘your experiences and ideas. These groups ora local zwyercanhelpyou 
‘use the Freedom of Information Act and other research tools. 

72 Public education: Our goal ls not merely to prove wht the FRY 
‘and police 6a, butto get it cross toa broad audience. Experiment wh 
forums, rallies radio and television, lefles, pampbiets, comics, ca 
‘toons, fen, posters, goer theater, and any other avenue that might 
prove interesting and effective, 
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3 Support for specific victims of domestic covert action in 
dive home the danger whie reducing somewhat the harm done. Or 
‘anizing on behalf of breakin targets, grand jury resister, and defen- 
slants in politcal al offers a natal forum for public education. eis 
‘specially important to publicize the eases of the COINTELPRO targets 
‘who remain in prison: Leonard Peer, Deans Banks, Geronimo Pras, 
Dhonibs Al Mujihid Bia Wats, undis Acol, Herman Bel, Anthooy 
Bottom, Nuh Washington, ad 9 many othe. Groops ised inthe back 
‘an provide information andbelp oubookup wit scppontcommices. 

4 Direct action often draws the most atention fom the media 
and can drecy impede poltical police operations. COINTELPRO was 
initaly exposed when confidential fles were removed from an FL 
‘fic and feleased to news media. Cizens arrests, mock tials, picket 
lines and cv dsobedience have recendygrected CA recruiter 00 3 
uber of college campuses Atough the main focus has been on the 
‘Agency's Intemational erie, is domestic acuvies have alo recetved 
tention. Similar actions might be organized to protest recrutment by 
the FBI and pole, in conjunction with tach-ns aad echer educations 
effons, Demonsirisons agains anempes to expand tbe goveramen’s 
clandestine eapabiiy, or against parscula FBI, CLA ec police opers- 
tons, could abo rise publle consciousnes and forus acts outage. 

‘5. Laverna and legislative campaigns can provide a focus for 
public education and media coverage. Tis, pretrial discovery, and 
ongresional hearingshave proved valuable source of dociments ad 
testimony. Lawauis canalso wi feancial compensation forsome of the 
people harmed by coveracton, and egilative lobbying can help defeat 
‘proposals that would protec it (eg. bas to punk whisle-blower or 
‘x back public acceso Information). 

Some legislative campalgns and waits have als rented inkzws 
and courtorders which iit polidal police activity. Akbough police aad 
InteLigence agencies generally find ways around soch legal estcions, 
they may fel complied to rela foes some opersions which could 
prove especially embarassing orto conceal thers in ways that backve. 
While Acts of Congress never dieciy stopped US. cover action ia 
Nicaragua, for instance, they did ay the bass forthe "Conta" 
scandal which ultimately helped to undermine the Reagan 
‘administration's capacity to intervene. 

“The value of gal restrictions on cover action wil depend on our 
abity to mobilize continuing, vigilant puble presnuce for efecve 
‘enforcement Its crucial hat we et the temptation to hi ha he 
‘mere ensence of ws and cour orders means that COINTELPRO‘ype 
‘opeaions have ended. In deciding wheter to tke on 2 ws Oc 
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Jegistave campaign, remember that they are enormoly expensive and 
time-consuming. ey can easy be tured i goverenent probes of 
‘movement actives and apparent vitores can be undone by dial 
‘eisrpeetaton Waich ou for bls proposed al decrees which 
‘would dvde our povesens by autora Coven 23809 AH Some 
css under fi paseo prsecing en 

"Anumber ofthese lessor emerge rom analysis ofthe hisory of 
the ass acon tzu fed nthe m-1970s to esc PBL, CA and 
police sty a Chicago In ts eat stages, the cae yee reat del 
‘ef sefulieformation and pubic. By he tie ofa however sport 
‘had dined and the wt became a dra en an underpaid and ove: 
burdened legal team. Over the abjecion of many loa scivs, a 
serlement was accepted which protec aly tote who eschew a La 
‘olation or any volvement with a government or ogaization which 
{be US. government ibels narod” The effect ofthe setlement Was 
to legalize government inflaton and dirupion of Chicago-area 
‘poupsthat engagrin vil duobedlencesthome or oppose US. ack 
fon progresive governments and national Ibertion movements 
Send 


‘Some promnent chil ibertrlans celebrated this agreement and 
ced it, along with simalar legislative and courtroom “victories” 25 
‘aking the defeat of COINTELPRO-ype operations inthe Unked States, 


ie 


n te ik 


‘Well ino the Reagaa yeas, these luce figures scoffed at warnings 
that domestic covert action remains a serious threat Recendy obtained 
FBI documents show, however, tht the Burei's Cleago fed office 
never ceased its clandestine maneuvers Iwas deeply inveved tough 
Out the 1980s in the Reagan adminisralon’sralonaly coord 
over campalgn aginst CISPES and other opponents of US. ntrven- 
ton in Cental Americ.™ The US. Court of Appeas has made the 
element of the Chicago class action lawaut praccaly infective 
leat such campalgns It ruled ht the seciement decree prohibs FEL 
and police operations only in the ualkely event that hey are proved to 
be based "soley on the plial views of group or an individual” and 
the agences can conjure up no pretext ofa "bass na genuine concern 
forlaw enforcement ™ 

‘6. Coaltonse Direct action, guerila heater, postering, and any 
umber of other eecve form of pli protest canbe done Gite well 
by small airy groups oad hoc bands of activa. Major legaaive 
‘cammpaigas and lawsula, however, require a broader and more durable 
‘organizational base. Sable centers ef pubic opposition to domeic 
‘covertaction cn serve a number of imporant functions Such oraniza- 
tions ean ase funds for flltine sf to monitor the pelaial pote, 
‘onpanize public event, snd publah edcaional mater. They can 
culate med contact, providing a steady flow of suthortative back 
‘round and quouble commentary. They can also counter FU propa 
anda and ai activists to cope with cover action. The prominent 
publicpresence may nivel serve as some restiainton the FBI and potce 
And offer a orm of protection that makes keane or some operatives 
todelec. 

Tn most locales, and certainly on national level, no exiting 
politcal organization is sang enough to do all ths by ase Our best 
hope isto form an aliance among incivicals anc groups who oppece 
domestic covert action on vary of grounds Sustaining ich abroad 
coalition requles that we rest the government's maneuvers to die 
1A sated, long-range goa common to alltbe COINTELPRO programs 
‘wast prevent the developement of calsions within ad among dis 
dent movement. The mos militant and radical groupe, especialy sup- 
Porter of third word liberation, were consistent singed out for dre 
attack, whl it was hited that things would gp easier fo tone who. 
Associated fom sch "Wolent darypne clemerea” The same approach 
Inevidenttodayin govemmenteforsto separate "polscaly mesiated™ 
sanctuary activists from those deemed tly “eligous"™ and to late 
2 "teods" thote who support the naonal berion movemeat in 
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Salvador or fight for Black Ubertion, Puerto Rican independence, or 
[Native American soverelgnty here at ome. 


‘+ Not Letting Political Repression Divert 
Us From Building Strong Movements 
for Social Justice 

Previous azemps to mobilize public opposition, especially on 
focal level indicate at 3 broad eoalson, employing a mulfaceted 
approach, may beable o impose some lis on governement operations 
to discredit and derupt out movement. I is clear, however, tat We are 
‘ecpow ina pontionto clinate such intervenion Wile ighting hard 
to end tis hidden war at home, we need to take the time to sty the 
oem it takes and prepare ourselves to cope wath i efectnely. 

‘Above alt essertia that we rest the temptation 090 preoc- 
ccupy ourselves with repression that we neglect our main goals. Out 
abicy w rei he governments atacks depends ukimatcly on the 
srength of our moveren’ If we deal openly and well wit our diller- 
fences, covert action wil not easly disrupt and divide us. Ifwe show 
‘respect forthe people we lve and work with and help them to fight for 
thes needs, wil be hard for the FB and police to dicredit and iolate 
1s. We willbe abl, instead, to draw suppot fom our neighbors and 
‘coworkers and expose the politcal police to them. $0 long as we 
‘voce and orpanzeeflectvely, no manner ef povernment nerve 
tion ca sop us 
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During ita investigation of the Comuntat 
Party, USK, che Bureau has sought Co capitalize om Snci— 
Gente’ involving the Party and ita leaders in order to 
fer factlonalian, being the Communist Party (er) and 
ite leaders into disrepute before the Anerican public, 
‘and cause confusion and dissatisfaction among rank-and~ 
Fite nenbers of the CP 


Generally, the above action has constitutes 
barransnant. rather than disruption, since, for the most 
Part, the Dureau Ras set up particular incidents, and 
The attack han been fom the outside, At the present 
Lime, however, there is existing within the CPs aitsa~ 
tion resulting from the developments at the 20th coo 
gress of the C7 of the Soviet Onien and the 
Sovarnsent’s attack on the Party peiseipally throush 
Prosecutions under the Snith act of 1940 and the Inter 
al Security Act of 1950 vhlch ts made to order for an 
il-cut disruptive attack againet the CP from within. 


itiate, on a broader scale than heretofore attenpted, & 
counterincelligence prograa against the CP, not by hat 
Fasanant from the ovtaide, which might only serve &o 


ACTION: A memorandum, together vith « letter 
wy 


to 12 hey offices is being prepared, requesting those 
offices to subsit to the Duress the dentition of co 
Tain informants wis will be briefed and instructed to 
‘sabtek on # diarortive program vithin theit ows clubs, 

tions, districts or eves ons naticnal level. Taose 
Informante will satse cbjections and doubte a2 cc the 
succens of any proposed plan of action by the CP lesder~ 
ship. They willl seize every epportunity to carry ove 
the diarupetee activity not only at necting, conven 
Hons, et cetera, but also during social and other con 
Eacte with CP sesbers and Leader 


(ote These documees have beea eeyped for reas 
% rerype for lege acd eded fo 
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Memorandum + usrren STATES GOVERNMENT 
pare: 11/15/00 


cnours seextea rxorrEorsce, 
Fon FCERTO RICO. [COUNTERINTELLIGENCE FROGRAN) 
‘SURVERSIVE ConTaO! 

ut is believed that upon inatituting a 


counterintelligence program in this field, effort 
Showa be airected with the following sina in mindt 


1. Disruption and discord. 


Creating doubts as to the wisdom of 
Fenaining in the independance mave~ 


TIE, Causing defections from the inde- 
pendence movenent. 


‘Tee sogyeated means of obtaining these desired 
onda are an follows 


1) exploiting facttonaiion within an organiza~ 
tion, Factlenaiian in’ common fault within pro-inde- 
pendence groups and it is belleved that this existing 
‘slenant cin be Ceveloped, enlarged and exploited 
Felcelon, uch as existed between these two at that 
Line, can be exploited enough the use of an informant 
Eo polne cut to cee, the inefficiency of the others ahd 
{in General conversation “tan the fire" of existing trlc~ 
tion hereby belping to Being about # factional eplit. 


Secondly, the use of handvricten, anonymous 
letters directed to che group in which the seed of 
suspicion is planted cooserning the real motivation and 
Goal of the other group. 


2) Peonoting feletion between vartous pro-ts: 
pendence grows 

In this instance the use of Snformants and 
aronymous letters could Be used, as set forth in punber 
Tabove, and in addition a aineographed flyer could be 
utilized in conjunction vith the anonymous letters, 
criticising the leadership of the organization and 
Giving the Lapression that it hed been prepared by 
nother pro-independence group. 


3) Questioning the indiscriminate use of an 
organization's soney.. 

1h instances auch aa this, friction between 
the monbers and the leaders can be’ developed threes: 
the Use of informants and anonynous Jette 


4) Questioning the wisdom of alloving son-Pser 
to Rican groups t0 be influential in the independence 


fackitee 
Splinter group of the Socialist. Yorke! 
Khovn aa Marcyites, In an instance 
ele that an opportunity 49 Present 
Mineographed fyers could be direct 
ividuela of the ditforent pro-independeace geoups 
polneing out the “intrusion” of the WMP and worded tn 
Such a way a2 to indicate that the SH? vas the 
Originator of the flyer. 


‘The above {tens are submitted as suggestions 
1» a beginning, They inno way cover the vast fleld of 
possibilities in the eounterintelligence proara 
unarova instances vill undoubtedly arise’ trom tine to, 
{ine whereby new ideas can be formated which can Cur~ 
hor prosste auch a progean. 
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Sac, Albany August 25, 1967 
pepscuat ormwTsoN 20 aL oPTCES 


(COUNTERINTELLIGESCE PROGRAM 
Bex SATIOWLIST ~ FATE GROUPS 
ERTERGAL SECURIFY 


pationaliat hate-type organizations and group! 
hele Leadership, apskesnan, membership, and #up- 
"and to counter their propensity fer violence 


‘on a continsovs basis 20 ve will be in a position to 
Promptly tate advantage of al opportunities for 

Rounterintelligence and to inepire action in instances 
Seere clrounstances warrant. The pernicious beckground 


Groups to consolidate their forces or to recruit nev OF 
Journtul adherente mast be frustrated, Mo epporeunity. 
‘should be mlssed to exploit through counterineel i 
fechnigues the organisational and personal conflicts of 
the Teaderahipe of the groupe and where possible an a¢= 
fore should be mde to capitalize upon exiating 

flices between competing black nationalist. 
organizations. when an opportunity 19 apparent to dia 
apt of neutralize black nationalist, hate-type of 
Ganizations theowgh the cooperation of establish 

Yocai neve sedis contacts er theougn such contact with 
fearees nvallable to the Seat cf Sovemnent, in every 
Gnstance careful pttention aust be given co the 
proposal to insute the targeted group is disrupted, 
Fldiecied, of divcredited throvgh the publicity and act 
merely poblicized.. 


You are ale cautioned that the nature of this 
pew endeavor is tuch that under no elroustancas should 
he auistance of the program be ade known outeide the 
(Rorenu and appropriate vithin-office secucity sbould be 
Bttorded to sensitive operations and techniques con 
dered under the progeas. 


(COUNTERTNTELLIGENCE PROGRAM 
BIACK NATIONALIST ~ HATE GROUPS 
RACIAL INTELLIGENCE, ayres 


asthe Revolutionary Action Movenest (Rut), & 
Peo-Chinese. conmuniat. group, wan active in Fhiladel= 
Dla, Pas, in the sumer of 196). ibe Phileceipnis Of 
Fico’ alerted Ica policy 


1, wrovent the coalition of militant tack 
nationalioe 


the Beginning of a true Black revolution. 


2. Prevent the cise ota Teesalas® who could 
unify, and electrify, the allitart Black nationalist 
‘ovencnt, Malcolm X night have been such « “messiahs” 
hoe a the martyr of the movenent today. Martin Luther 
King, Stokely Carmichael and B1isah Minanmed ell asp) 
to this position. Tiijah Muhammed i+ less of 2 threat 
Decause Of hia age. King could be » very real contender 
{Or this porition should be abandon hie supposed 
obedience" co "white, Liberal doctrines” (romviotence) 
find enbrace black rationalism. Carmichael has the resea 
‘ary chariana to be a real thceat in his way. 


3, Prevent zialesce on the part of black 
nationalist groups. This ts of prinaty importance, and 
as of course, a goal of our investigative activity it 
should also be a goal of the Counterintelligence Pro- 
(eam. Through counterintelligence it should be possibte 
fo pinpoint potential troublenakers and eesteslive thes, 
beatore they exercies thelr potential for violence 


segnents of che comenity. 


goal of discrediting black aationaliars most be 
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bandied tactically in three ways, You must discredit 
‘Those groupe and individuate toy fies Fesponsible 
Hegro community. second, they must be discredived to 
eke white community, both the responsible community and 
fo liberals” who have vestiges of syepathy fOF 
Riniease Black sationatise(s) simply because they are 
Seqroes. tated, these groups must be discresiced in the 
yes of Negro tasicaias the followers of the movencnt, 
‘ils laser area requires entirely different tactics Crom 
the cirat two. Publicity aboct violent tendencies and 
Fadical stavenests nerely enhances black national late 
Eo the last group! it adde srespectability" in dif 
fereat way: 


5. 4 final goal should be to prevent the Long 
range geaxih of militant black nationalist organiza 
Elona, especially asong youth. specific tacticn to 
Dpeeveot these groupe from converting young people mist 
Be" deveiepeds 


Primacy taxgete of the Counterintel igence Pro 
gran, slack Meticnallstvllate Groups, #hould be the post 
"ve should 


Chl countey. These targets should include the 
enbers, and follovers of 


svudant Nonviolent Coordinating Comittee (succ) 
Southern Carlatian Leadership Conference, (SCI) 
Revolutlonary Action Novenant (FAX) 

Ration of Talan (HO%) 


Oftices hanging these 


Hiljan satasned of BOI, should be alert for counterin~ 
Relligence suggestions. = 


‘COONTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM 
INTERNAL SECURITY 

DISRUPTION OF THE NEM LEFT 

(COINTELPRO ~ NEW LEF7) 7168 


Bolet 5/10/68 requested sugzesticas for 
couterintelligence action against she Sew tafe. The 

Eeplics to the Bureau's request bave Geen analyied aod 
AE 4s felt thac the following suggestions for counterin~ 
Eailigence action can be utiiized by ail offices 


2. Preparation of « leatier designed to. 
.ct'the Impression that students £8 
ie Sostery. (308) and other minority groups 
peak for the najority of students at universities. The 
Aeattet sould contain photographs of Hew Lage Ieader~ 
‘ship at the respective university, Haturally, the soot 
Sbnoxtous pictures #hould be uae 

2, Te instigating of oF the taking advantage 


of personal conthicts or aninoaitien existing between 
New tofe leaders. 


2. The creating of impressions that certain 
New Lett leaders are informants for the Bureau or other 


fem student navapapere 
"ca show the depravity of 
In thie connection, ar- 

‘of narcotics and 
fare ideal to send to untvarsity officiate, 
wealthy dovors, manbers of the Legislature and parent 
Of students who are active in Hew Left matters 


5. Since the use of marijuana and other nar 
cotics is widespread anong menbers of the Kew bef, you 
should be alert to opportunities to have then arrested 
by local authorities en drug charges. 

6. te drawing up of ancoymous letters regerd- 
Lng individuals active in the Hew Late. These letters 
should set out their activities snd shoulé Be sent £2 
Ehele pareats, neighbors and the parents’ expleyes 
‘Tala coula have the effect of forcing the parents to 
take action. 

7. Anonynous lattere of Leaflets describing 
faculty nesbers and graduate assistants in the various 


Anatitutions of higher learning was are active in Rew 
Lett matters. The activities and asssciations of the in 
dividual should be set cuts Anceynocs mailings should 
bbe made to university officials, menters of the state 
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Legislature, Board of Regence, and to the pr 
Letters could be signed A Concerned Alunal 
cerned Taxpayers 


fuptive elemats constitete a sinority of the students 
nd do not represent the conviction of the majority. 

9. Tere 49 8 definite hostility among 208 and 
‘other tow Left groups tovard the sockalist Workers 
Party (sve), the Young Socialist Alliance. (¥8A)y and 

This hostitity 

should be exploited wherever possible, 

20, The fLeid was previously advised that Now 

ate attenpting to open coftechouses 


Late grou 
allitary 
ened Forces, Mhacever thes y 
‘eva media should be alerted to then and theif purpote, 
In addition, various droge, auch an marijuana, wilh 
probably be vtiitzed by individuals running the cof 
Fechousea or frequenting then. Local law 
authorities should be promptly navi 
featton that this is 


21. Consider the use of cartoons, photographay 
fang anonynous letters which will have t 

Eldiculing the Nev tate, Rdleuie 1 
Potent veapons which ve can use a 


12, Be alert for opportunities to confuse and 
dlarupt sew Late activities by maintormation, Por 
Seple, when events are planned, notification thet the 
event han bean cancelled or poutponed could be tent to 
Veelous tndividselss ose 


Fol document referedto withoutetberctation ain the author's 
files and the FBI Reading Room in Washington, D.C. Many ofthese, as 
wwellasdocuens ctedto other sources, wil bein Churchill and Vander 
Wall eds, COINTRLPRO Papers: Documents rom the FAIS Secret War 
‘an Domestlc Disent South Ea Press, 1969). The notes use the follow 
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